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[t has been found that 14 inch mesh is quite
small enough. The officers of the department
consider that the extra expense involved in
the 114 inch mesh is unnecessary.

Hon. H, STEWART: TIn speaking on the
second reading T pointed out that 134 ineh
mesh had been inserted, instead of 1% inech,
by another place as the result of the appoint-
ment of a select committee, and that various
inquirics 1 had made from expert people in
South Australia and New South Wales showed
that 1% inch wmesh had been found effective
in keeping out the rabbit, whereas 114 ineh
did not fulfil that purpose. T shall vote
against the amendment,

Hon. Sir BE. II. WITTENQOM: I have to
thank My, Stewart for cxpressing so lucidly
my own thoughts, Within the last few years
T have constrocted about 60 miles of rabbit-
proof fencing, and it was impressed wpon me
from all sides to have nothing less than 134
inch mesh. I shall vote against the amend-
ment. The 114 inch mesh allows nmnbers of
young rabbits to get through and they do as
much damage as ever.

Amendment put and negatived.

Hon. €. F. BAXTER: T movc an amend-
men{—

That in the second paragraph, line 11,
the words *‘No, 10 gaunge’’ be struck ount,
and ““‘No. 12% gange steel wire or No. 10
gauge galvanised irom wire’’ inserted in
lieu,

Hon. . STEWART: Would I be in order,
Mr, C‘hairman, in moving the decletion of the
word ‘‘galvanised’’?

The CHAIRMAN: Certainly, but not at
this stage. If the words proposed to be
struek out are struck out, then the hon. mem-
ber will have an opportunity of wmoving his
amendment when it is propesed that eertain
words he ingerted.

Hon. Sir E. H. WITTENOOM: If any of
this fencing is near the coast the 12% gaupe
will not last any time. Nothing buot the 10
gange iy of any use near the sea air.

Amendment pot and passed.

Han, H. STEWART: I move an amend-
ment—

That in the amendment jnst passed, the
word ‘‘galvanised’’ be struck out.

We know that No. 10 black wire is as good
and very often is obtainable when the other
i3 not to be had. Therefore we might well
omit the word ‘‘galvanised.’’

Amendment put and passed; the Schedule
as amended agreed to.

Third Schedule, Title—agreed to.
resumaerl

[The President

Chair.j

Deputy the

Bill reported with amendmeats.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION-—INCOR-
RECT DIVISION LIST.

Houn. G. T. G. W. MILES (North) [10.50]:
By way of personal explanation I desire to
refer to an e¢rror which appears in the ‘‘Min-
utes of the Proceedings.”’ In one of the
divisions on the Criminal Code Amendment

Bill, my ngme is confuged with that of M
Mills. This ia the second time such a mistak
has oceurred, and not only the officers of tl
House, but the tellers are at fault. I prote:
strongly against the possibility of such ¢
error being possible, and I trust that mo
earé will be taken in the future,

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The ho
member is quite right in protesting. I fe
sure the officers of the House will make tl
necessary correction.

House adjourned at 10.53 p.m.

TLegislative FHssembly,
Tuesday, 5th November, 1918,

S o, s

The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.3
p.m., aud read prayers.

[For ““‘Questions on Notice'' and ‘‘Paper
Presented’’ see ‘‘Votes and Proceedings.’

URGENCY MOTION—COLLIE COAL AN
DANGER FROM SPARKS.

Mr., SPEAKER [4.35]: I bave receive
the following ecommunication from the men
Ler for Greenongh (Mr. Maley), dated 5t
November, 1918—

Bir,—IL beg to give notice of my inter
tion to move the adjournment of ¢l
House to-day to draw aitention to t¢h
grave immediate danger of destruction b
fire of crops and grass adjacent to tbh
railway lines in the country by the use «
Collie coal on the enginecs.

Before the hon. member can proceed 1t w1
be nwecesary for seven members to stand i
their places.

Seven members having
places,

My, MALEY ({Greenough) [4.36]: It
perhaps, rather appropriate that I should b
moving this meotion on the 5th Novembe
Gny Pawkes’ Day. T desire to point out th
geriousness of the present position in tha
ingufficient steps have heen taken by th
Commissioner of Railways to provide fir
breaks and other precautions against hi
lacomotives practically burning out the farm
ing disiriet. I have no desire to do any 1t
jurv to the Collie coal industry, but [ sa
we should not foster that industry at th
cost of the destruetion of farming propert)
During the summer months steps should b
taken to secure some other fuel which wi
not cause damage to the crops. T have

risen in  the
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ceived from the Northampton district road
board the following communication under
date 31st October, 1918—
At the layl meeting of this board, I was
directed to write to you asking you to
bring under the notice of the Commssioner
of Railways the grave danger and cerlain
disaster which will be caused to the farm-
ergs between Ajana and Wokerina through
grass and crop fires, wWhich are already
being started by the locomotives rumn-
ning on this line, and it is almost certain
that if something is not done to mimnuse
this danger before the grass and crops are
thoroughly dry disastrous fires will be
caused by the small pieces of burning coai
which arc ejected from the locomolives,
especially an up-grades where extra power
is needed, Already this year the burning
embers bave becn seen to drop over five
vhains from the railway reserve and start
fires, hut luckily the grass and crop were
not sufliciently dry enough to carry the
fire very far. To minimise this danger
this board would suggest as a last resource
to alter the time tables for the sumwmer so
that the trajns wounld run early in the
morning or late at night., This would
minimise the danger to a certain degree,
for the reason that our sontherly sea
breezes spring wp in the evening and
night, which make the atmosphere damper
and would lessen the danger of fires.
In Qeraldton during last week-end my at-
tention was drawn to the faet that the
train from Northampton to Geraldton had
been eontinually held up for the purpose of
getting the assistance of the passengers to
extinguish the fires caused by the locomo-
tive.

Hon. P. Collier: 13 that reliable?

Mr. MALEY: Absolutely reliable. In fact,
T myself engaged in that occupation about
this time last year. This is a repetition of
it. Along one partienlar section of the line,
on an up-grade, there is 2 crop growing close
to the railway fence. The farmer had two
assistants with him to protect that erop, and
while watching for and putting out fires
started between the railway line and the
fences, thay saw sparks from the engine fly
five chains into the crop and there start a
fire. Tt is a peculiar faet that the Midland
Railway Company, a private concern, two
months ago, in view of the approach of sum-
mer, made all arrangements to secure a full
supply of Newcastle coal. During the last
few weeks that has heen distributed in the
various depots along the railway for wse omn
the engines. Coming down on the Midland
train yesterday I noticed that althongh the
day was particularly hot, not a single fire
was caused by the engine between Walkaway
and Gingin, which i arrived at by nightfall,

The Minister for Mines: Where do the fires

oceur? .

Mr. MALEY: Between Geraldton and
Northampton. T have frequently hecard the
complaint that immediately one gets off the
sidland railway, on which Neweastle coal is
used, and enters on the Government line be-
tween Geraldton and Walkawayw, fires are to
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be seen, cauged by Collie coal used on the
Government locomotives. Even at East
Perth last week a local manufacturing indus-
try was destroyed, presumably by sparks
from a passing locomotive, I refer, of course,
to the fibre works. The Commissioner of
Railways has not taken sufficient steps to
protect the farmers by ploughing the neces-
sary fire breaks and burning off the grass
between the railway fences before the hot

weather comes in, The fires I partico-
larly vefer to were started last waek
when the grass was  only  partially
dry. Sinee then we have had four

successive days of hot summer weather. It
is only logical to assume that all passengers
travelling at night by trains on whi¢h Collie
coal is nsed are fully seized of the danger
when they see the engine vomiting myriads of
sparks.

The Minister for Works:
fire break do you want?

Mr. MALEY: The Minister knows better
than [ do the width of the railway line be-
tween the fenees. All that shoulil be cleared.

The Minister for Works: Would you have
it all cleared?

Mr. MALEY: [t has been the usual prac-
tice to burn this off. I complain that the
Commissioner has not taken steps to have this
work done in time, thus the risk of fire is con-
siderably enbanced. T do not wish to take up
the time of the House to any great extent.
The position, however, is most serious, and
unless steps are taken either to provide pro-
nper coal, or proper appliances, disaster must
ensuc. [ submit Collie coal can be used in
summer time with proper safeguards, but I
submit that these proper safegunards have not
been adopted.

The Minister for Mines: Tt is casy to make
such statements, but difficult to prove them,

Mr. MALEY: Spark arresters have not
been placed on all engines up to the present.
It is certain that all the engines cannot have
been fitted with spark arresters, in view of the
vomiting of fire which is observable.

The Minister for Minea: There is a chance
for you to invent a spark arrester which will
prove effective,

Member: There is 2 hundred thousand
pounds awaiting you in eaelh of the Fastern
States if you do.

Mr. MALEY: T submitted an invention to
the Minister last vear in this conncetion, but
T o not know what its fate was.

The Minister for Mines: These statements
are casv to make, but difficult to prove,

Mr. MALEY: T hope the Minister will
understand that my motive in moving the mo-
tion is not to make rash statements about the
teehnieal features of locomotives, which I do
not know much about. It is understood, how-
ever, that the locomotives have to be brought
into the Midland Junetion shops to have the
spark arresters fitted to them, Am T correct
in my statement?

The Minister for lines:
that it is correct, but go on.

Mr. MALEY: As T am informed, that has
not been done. Certainly it should have been
done before the summer was upen us. T hope

What width of

T do not know
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hon. members representing farming ¢onstitu-
encies will support me in my aetion, because
the danger is extreme, and it is a danger which
should be obviated by every possible means to
be taken at the earliest possible moment,

Mr. SPEAEER: Is there any seconder?

Mr, PICKERING (Sussex) [4.47]: I second
the motion.

The MINISTER FOR MINES AND RAIL-
WAYS (Hon, C. A. Hudson—Yilgarn) [4.48]:
I am somewhat at a disadvantage, in view of
the short notice which bas been given of this
motion, but the subject is one with which we
are thoroughly acquainted, becanse it is
brought wp so regularly. Admittedly, the
position is a serious cme. Admittedly, fires
do oceur throughout the farming distriets
through the summer mouths, and damage is
occagioned by those fires, It does not, how-
ever, invariably follow that the fires are
cansed by sparks from the lecomotives, al-
though that-may be so in many cases. How-
ever, allegations are made against the Com-
misgioner of Railways of not doing his best
to remedy or obviate this possible evil, I
take exception to that statement, because I
ean assure the House that every possible effort
is made on the part of the Commissioner. In
the carly part of the year he circularised the
farmers adjacent to the railway lines in these
terms— - )

In view of the approach of the season
when bush fires usually become prevalent,
and of the fact that in many cases such
fires arc attributed to sparks from railway
engines, it is suggested that fire-breaks
should be ploughed by the settlers on their
own land. You will no doubt be aware that
this department takes every possible pre-
caution to avoid the occorrence of fires on
the railway premises. It appears, howeover,
that some land owners adjoining the rail-
way have not, in the past, considered it
necessary to adopt any additional preven-
tive measores, although, when fires have
occurred, sparks from engines have fre-

quently been alleged to be the cause. T

therefore beg to bring to your notice the

proposal above mentioned in regard to fire
breaks, and suggest that if you econsider

there is any danger, you should plongh a

break of, say, eight or ten furrows om your

land, parallel to the railway boundary, and
at a distance of say two or three chains
therefrom. The provision of breaks on pri-
vate lands has on occasion averted fires
which would have proved a serious loss both
to the individual and the State, and owing
to the enforced use of Collie coal to a much
greater extent than hitherto, dwe to our
inability to obtnin adequate stocks of New-
castle eoal, the danger from sparks is
greatly increased, and it is very necessary
in the interests of all concerned that every
possible precaution be taken during the
coming summer to avoid outbreaks of fire
and consequent damage to crops.

It is just as well that this circular of the

Commiagioner should be published.

Mr, Maley: Do you say that that notice
was published this year? .
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The MINISTER FOR MINES: It was sent
out to the farmers adjacent to the railway
lines.

My, Broun: This year?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I am in-
formed so,

Mr. Broun: Last year, I think.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: TIf the
farmers require to be reminded every year of
the necessity for protecting their own pro-
perties, it is utteriy unreasonable. In this
connection something is Jdemanded of the
farmers as well as of the Railway Depart-
ment. The real dificulty, however, amises
from the fact that we are compelled to use a
greater quantity of Collie coal than would
be the case if Newcastle coal were available.

Hon, W. C. Angwin: You do not need to
use Neweastle coal at all,

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I am com-
ing to that. We have attempted, by an ar-
rangement recently made for the distribution
of Collia coal orders, to so arrznge the traffic
and the use of the various qualities of Oollie
coal, as t¢ minimise, in the opinion of the
Commissioner and his expert advisers, the
danger of fire. In the past, when the sup-
plies from the various Collie mines were ir-
regnlar, it was not possible, or practicable,
to apply the necessary spark-arresting appli-
ances, which would ordinarily be applied if
the Chief Mechanical Engineer knew what
¢oal was likely to be used for any particular
locomotive. But now that we have this dis-
tribution arranged we are hoping for hetter
results. We are hoping for betfer results
this year for another reason also, and that is
that the engine-drivers, who are better satis-
fied this year than they were [ast year, will
uge every effort not only to prevent fires oc-
curring from engine sparks, and from ashes
from the fire hoxes, but also to keep a sharper
look-out for fires, and, if they discover fires,
to use immediately every endeavour to put
them out.

Mr. Willeock:
do that.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: They have
made the statement that they will this year
use better cfforts in that direction than ever
before, hecanse of the less work they will be
called upen to do by reason of -having better
eoal to use. T am told that this year s num-
ber of fires on the Northern line have bheen
recorded; in three cases the owner of the land
had ploughed no fire-break, in a fourth case
details are not yet to hand, and in the other
cases the fire was arrested by the breaks
ploughed by the farmer and the department,
and no damage was done, It does mot neeces-
garily follow that the fires are caused by the
Railway Department.

Hon. J. Mitchell: Oh, yes, they are,

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Maay of
them are, no doubt. It would be useless to
gshut our eyes to the facts and assert the
opposite, But the mover says that we
should have the proper coal and the proper
spark arresters, in which case, he asserts,
there would be no danger. I would like as-
sistance from the farming commumity in
this direction, Firat of all, let the farmers

The engine-drivers always
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tell us where we are to get Newcastle coal
under present conditions. Secondly, let ‘them
siy whether they are honestly of opinion
that we should use nothing but Newcastle
eoal during the summer months.

Mer. Maley: The Midland Railway Company
do it.

Mr, O’Loghlen: The Midland railway sys-
tem is a mere bagatelle compared with the
Government railway system.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The Mid-
land Company’s mileage is about 230 wiles,
as against ours of about 2,500, taking only
thoe Government lines rtunning through the
farming distriets. Ours is quite a different
proposition. Whilst we have to struggle in
order to secure a little Newcastle coal for
the oplinary purposes of the rvailways, we
must, under the present conditions, very
largely use Collie coal. TFurther, I consider
it the duty of the Government to use as mueh
Collie coal as they reasonably ean usec.

Hon. W. C. Apgwin: Hear, bear.

The MINISTER IFOR MINES: With re-
gurd to spark arresters, 1| know it is a fast
that every effort has been made by the Chief
Mechanical Engineer to fit spark arresters
to all the locomotives, and to improve the
spark arresters which he has in use, to ex-
periment with new ideas, and to de his very
utmost in the direction indicated by the
mover; but it is not possible, or it hag not
proved possible so far, to perfect the device
in question. If it were the perfected de-
vice would be applied. As an hon. member
indicated by way of interjection during the
speech of the mover, there is a large prize
offering for anyone who can invent sueh a
mechanical contrivance as will accomplish
the purpese in view. I think possibly the
mover only desired to draw attention to this
matter, in bringing forward the mntion, anil
I give him the assurance that the Commis-
gioner is doing his best, and that the Rail
way Department generally are dommg their
best, to prevent fires. If they have the co-
eneration of the farming community through.
out the length of the lines passing throngh
agricultural distriets, T believe we shall he
ahle to get through this summer with less

damage than wnas occasioned by Sres last
year.

Mr, O'LOGHLEN  (Forrest) [4.57]:
Various discussions which o¢eur in  this

Chamber have been deseribed as hardy an-
nuals, This, however, cannot apply to Collie
coal; because 1f there is not one dilficulty
there is nmother. The discussious on the sni-
jeet of Collie coal have been frequent, and
at times some heat has been imparted into
them, although that is mot the case to-day.
The mover desires to draw the attention of
the House to a difficulty which exists in re-
gard to the consumption of our local eoal. T
take no exception to his adopting that line
of action, but T desire to peoint out that in
these times, particularly hon. members re-
presenting the primary producers of Weat-
ern Auastralia, should be reluctant to say
ag_ything which may have a disparaging
effect,
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Mr. Hickmott: What is the use of the
Collie coal If the whole country is burnt?
Mr, O'LOGHLEN: Tt is all very well for
the hon., member to interrupt with that re-
mark. No doubt he agrees with the state-
ment which has been made that Collie coal
must not be fostered at the expense of the
agrieultoral industry. But one needs only to
look at the statistics of the assistance which
has been given to the agricultural indus-

try———

Mr, Maley: What about the assistance
given to the Collie coal industry?
Mr. O'LOGHLEN: Whatever assistance

has been given to that industry has been
amply repaid. I ask, where would Western
Australia be to-day if it were not for the
Collie eoal industry? Where would Western
Australia have been for the past four years?
T only desire to point out that this State has
been saved hundreds of thousands of pounds
by reason of the existence of our native roal
produet. Had it not heen for that we would
have been in a parlous position indeed dur-
ing the past few years. There would have
been no tramsport at all for the past couple
of years.

The Minister for Minea: That is the point.

Mr. O’LOGHLEN: 1t would be absolutely
impossible to carry on tramsport but for our
own coal industry; and if it were possible to
obtain Fastern States coal the price would be
slmost prohibitively high—certainly so high
a3 to render impossible the carrying of pas-
sengers and goods over ovr railways at pre-
sent fares and freights.

Mr. Maley: What wonld the transport
amount to if the produce of the country were
all burned out?

Mr. O'LOGHLEXN: The hon. member,
like, perhaps, myself at times, has a tendency
to exaggerate. T have yet to learn that the
whole of the produce of this country has ever
gonc up in smoke. I do, however, beligve in
taking the necessary precautions; and T con-
sider that the Railway Department could take
more precautions, The suggestion has come
from the mover that the Commissioner of
Railways should arrange his roster differently,
arrange it so that the trains would run at
night or in the early morning. In other words,
it is suggested that the Commissioner should
give the locomotive drivers a night wateh.

Hon. J. Mitchell: Tunsurance of ecrops
against fire is the best safeguard.

Mr. O’LOGHIVEN: The fact that the in-
surance rates have not risen points to the
fact that the danger to-day from fires is not
greater than it was previously, A suggestion
has come from the roads board in the district
the hon. member represents to that effect, and
if the Minister could arrange it possibly it
would be an advantage. I take it that the
member has moved this motien with the. de-
sire of pointing out that there has been a
change in Government policy which will be
detrimental to the farming community.

The Minister for Mines: Ha did not say
80,

Mr. O’LOGHLEN: The inference was
there, because recently an agreement was ar-
rived at that 100 per cent. of Collie coal
should be used where practical. T believe it
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~
with the officialdom wiieh gives advice to the
Minister.

The Minister for Mines: You can get the
information apart from the Chief Mechanical
Engineer.

Mr. O’LOGHLEN: Has the Rotary spark
arrester heen tried in Western Australia®

The Minister for Mines: I think not.

Ar. O'LOGHLEN: Ts there any valid rea-
son why it should not be given a trial?

The Minister for Mines: Yes. .
Ar. O'LOGIILEN: Then the Minister

ghonid have sail so when he was speaking.
The member for Greenongh in his indictment
gaid there was no provision made for effective
spark arresters.

The Minister for Mines:
tinn the Rotary.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: T want to know whether
the Chief Mechnnical Engineer has exhausted
all the methods of inquiry. He seems to be
reluctant to get out of the beaten track, or
to give new ideas a chance. I do hope that
the Minister will be given an opportunity to
explain this matter, because I am not con-
vinead that the Chief Mechanical Engineer
has exhausted all possible means for improv-
ing the system for arresting sparks, I have
been to the Minister and he has always been
courteons., He has looked into some of the
propositions, and so far as he was concernad
every reasonable case received consideration.
Bnt he has to be guided by his experts.

The Minister for Works: So would you.

Me. OTOGHLEN: Yes, but we have to
realise that every braneh of the service gets
into a certain groove and nothing in the world
will shift them out of it.

The Minister for Works: The Chief Me-
chanical Engineer is never biassed.

Mr., O'LOGHLEN: Will the Minister altow
me to differ from him9{

Mr, Nairn: You are quite right.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: It is the opinion of 75
per cent. of hon. members of this House and
it is the opinion of an overwhelming body out-
side that no matter what proposition may be
taken to the Chief Mechanical Engineer, un-
less he can give it his blessing it is doomed.
I am speaking from experience. T would also
point out that another suggested improvement
was submitted to the Chief Mechanical En-
gineer—T refer to Hill's ash-pan—which was
approved by cvery engine-driver in Western
Anstralin. That in itself shows that the
engine-driveras are ready to appreciate an ex-
periment that has merit in it, and they are
equally ready to econdemn one that lacks merit.
Of course every day we will meet cranks with
propositions which we know will never succeed.

Hon. F. E. 8, Willmott (Honorary Minis-
ter): I had three of them last week,

Mr. O’LOGHLEN: There must have been
four in the room at the time. We must, how-
ever, give a hearing to those people. But
from a multitude of cranks there may be dis-
covered a genius,

Hon. T, E. 8. Willmott (Honorary Minis-
ter): T was the one.

Mr, O'LOGHLEN: The important point is
that the Chief Mechanical Engineer will not
give a genins the opportunity to show what

He did not men-

+ this direction.
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he ean «do. Where we are trying to foster a
local industry a broader spirit should be
manifested hy that officer, [ hold that the
AMinister should rearch the world for im-
provements in this direction, and if we can
copy the methods of other couuntries for mare
cffectively wusing our loeal products we
shoulil readily o so. [ am not going to
say that the Notary system of spark arresters
is better than others, but T am assured that it
is appiied to over 1,000 engines in America,
and that it has never been tried in Western
Australia, Until it has had a trial it i3 un-
fair for any member or the departmental
head to eondemn it 1 have never taken any
part in pushing it. Notwithstanding that a
Minister may get irritable at times throogh
the energy and push displayed by some in-
dividual, we should not be so prejudiced as
not to give a proposal a trial, if there is any
cvidence to baek it up as being an improve-
ment, We are looking for improvements in
My point against the Chief
Mechanieat Engineer is that he will not get
cut of the proove into which he has fallen,
and that is the opinion of mosi members of
this House.

The Minister
formed.

Mr. O’LOGHLEN: The Minister, T am
sure, has found himself on numerous geca-
gions coming into conflict with subordinate
officers, who are wedded to a fixed line of ac- -
tion. Tf he has any individuality, as he
shonld have, he is obliged at times to sweep
asidle their objections and lay down  his
policy. Tf that applies in ordinary depart-
ments, it must apply far more stromgly in
the Railway Department, where there are
experts handling all the difficult problems that
arise. The hon. member who brought this
matter forward did not put up a very stronp
case against Collie coal, but he -certainly
put up a strong case against the department,
and this I support. I believe the department
can bring about an improvement in the pre-
sent aystem, and that the Minister ought to in-
struet his department in that direction. Tt
is necessary to search the world for all the
latest appliances or improvements in the
method of transport.

The Minigter for Mines: That is done.

Mr., ('LOGHLEN: Tt will be interesting
to the House to get particulars of this.

The Minister for Mines: I have all particu-
lars about spark arresters.

Mr. O’LOGHLEN: We want full partien-
lars about spark arrcsters, and the various
other points I have mentioned.

Hon. F. E. 8. Willmott (Honorary Minis-
tery: No spark arrester is any good that is
placed on the smoke stack,

Mr, O'LOGHLEN: If we are going to take
the gloomy view that no spark arrester is
any good, and that there is no way of dealing
with the matter, then it will be a bad thing
for us.

The Minister for Mines:
with it.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: Mr. Hume says he has
been dealing with it for 30 years.

for Mines: Tt is wrongly

Wz are dealing
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has bLeen demonstrated in this House that
sparks originate from other coal besides that
whieh comes from Collie.

Hon. W, (. Angwin: Even Neweastle coal

Mr. Bronn: XNever over the boundary of the
railway.

My, O'LOGHLEN: T know it has. Tf the
hon, member is going to be so biassed in his
Teasoningy that Neweastle coal will not emit
sparks at times, he will not strengthen his
case, T wonld be foolish to argue that Collie
vonl doex not enuse sparks or that it is sup-
orior to Newcastle coal. What T have endea-
vourel to demonstrate i3 that without it West-
crn Australin wonld he a good place to be out
of.  'Fhe hon, member referred to city fires
which have leen eaused, he said, by sparks
from Collie coxl. Tt would be nofair to the
1nenl eoal industry to allege against it that it
La heen responsible for everything. The hon.
memher spoke of the lack of patriotism on

the part of the Midland Railway Company’

using Newenstle coal

Mr. Malex: T did not put it that way.

Mr. O'TLOGHLEN:  Certainly in the winter
months the Midland Company should use the
eval which is produeed in the State in which
the company are earning their profits.

Mr. Maler: What is the opinion of the
envine drivers’ association?

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: Tt bas been placed on
record that they are willing to burn 100 per
vent. of Collie coal. That is a signed agree-
ment, and it has been endorsed by the Gov-
ernment. T believe it is possible to use prae-
tieally 100 per cent, of Collie coal, yet we find
that within the last conple of days the State
vessel ** Kangaroo'’ has brought a consign-
ment of 3000 tons of coal to this State from
Nowea-tle to the order of the Railway De-
Jrartment.

Han, P, Collier: Wasting a good ship.

Mr. P TOGHLEN: T understamd that coal
was earried at a low freight, certainly not
exrepding 258, a ton,

The Minister for
woulidl net earey if.

Mr, O'LOGIILEN: Then we might well
got along with the loecal eommodity, and thus
earry ont the agreement which the Minister
himself endorsed.

The Alinister for Mines: You must admit
that Newecastle coal is not used exclusively by
the railways.

A, OLOGHLEXN: Tf I were prepared to
admit that T would not be endorsing the
agreement,  Will the Minister state that the
hulk of the 5,000 tons of Neweastle coal will
not he sent to the railway depots? T venture
te sav e will not. The bhulk of that coal is
froing inte the railway depots,

lHon. P. Collier: T do not think the Gov-
ernment should allow the ‘‘Kangaroo’’ to he
used for earvying coal at this period.

Mr. O'LOGHLEX: There are other com-
modities urgently required in Western Aus-
tralia, mueh more urpgently than XNewecastle
coal, Hon. members will realise that shut off
as we are from communication and lacking
facilities of transport, there are many other
eammorlities which could have been brought
hy the *‘‘Kangarco.’? Tt geems to me to he

Mines: Other people
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a poliey almed direetly at the non-observance
of the conditiong of the agreement to which
I have referred, and it scems in the highest
degree unpatriotie to fill up a State ship with
Neweastle coal at perhaps the lowest freight
charge possible, when there are wauny other
things which could have been carried hy that
vessel, and which are more urgently needed.
As a matter of faet T was going to take the
opportmnity of moving that this House dis-
agree with the poliey of importing coal from
the Fastern States at this juneture. We have
been struggling long enough to get our imdus.
tries on their feet., The engine-drivers have
come to the conclusion that it is possihle to
burn 100 per cent. of (ollie coal, and even if
the consumption of that coal does vause an oc-
rasional firr, we must not forget that we are
developing a valnable industry. The hon. mem-
her has pointed out that spark arresters are
not applied to the engines, and he was im-
nediately met with the retort that there was a
competence awaiting a man who invented a
successful apark arrester.

Hon, T, K, 8 Willmott (Honorary Minis-

ter): Tienry Ford would be a pauprr heside
him,
Mr, OTLOGHLEN: That is another ex-

travagnnt statement to make. A spark ar-
rester known as the Rotary hag heen in nse in
Syidney Tor n consilerable time, and it has
never heen tried in Western Australia.

Tlon, T E. & Willmott {Honocrary Minis.
ter}: Yes, it has

Mr, O'LOGHLEN: T will venture the state-
ment that in Amerien thousands of cngines
are equipped with this partienlar spark ar-
rester. .

Hon. F. E, 8 Willmott (Honorary Minis-
ter):  Your own Minister for Railways
turned it ilown here.

Mr, O'LOGHLEN: 1 am not quite sure of
that either. T waunt to know whether there is
any valid reason why that spark arrester or
any other shonld not bhe given a trial

The Minister for Mines: There ix

AMr, OLOGHLEN: T would like to know
what the reason is. Tf the Minister hal ad-
vaneed that statement it would have strength-
ened his case. What we require is n more rea-
sonable spirit on the part of the Chief llech-
anical Engincer.

Ton. F. E. 8. Willmott (Honorary Jlinis-
ter): The spark arrester jambs just as the
others do.

The Minister for Mines: You ask a ques-
tion and T will get you the information.

Mr. O'TOGHLEN: The Minister will sup-
ply the information just as he supplies any
other information which comes from the Chief
Mechanieal Enpincer. That officor will not
favour any proposition unless it emanates
from hig own department.

The Minister for Worksa:
say that.

Mr. OLOGHLEXN: 1 repeat that the Chief
Mechanieal Engineer's office is the graveyard
of the inventor's hopes. 1¢ 13 immaterial who
bringa forward an invention. that officer will
never give it a trial unless it has the sanetion
of his own department. There is something
wrong in the department, something wrong

You should not
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The Minister for Works: No, he has not.
He has not been at work for 50 years.

Mr. O’LOGHLEN: He has a spark arrester
which has been in use for 50 years, and he
says it g effective. Experience, however,
shows that it is not effective. He is reluct-
ant to look for anmy improvement on the
point. T enter my sympathetic protest against
the Government at the present juncture
bringing to thiz State these unlimited quan-
tities of coal, Collie coal is not the best in
the world, but it is suitable to our require-
ments, It ean be mined here, and the cash
that is paid for the ccal can be expended to
the mutual benefit of us all. I object to a
State steamer being utilised in bringing a
commodity here at a low freight when it
could have brought commodities which are
moro urgently required in the State than
eoal and which would have brought in prob-
ably douhle the freight and been more
beneficial to the State as a whole, It is a
wrong policy and one to which Parliament
will not subseribe. If we are able to burn
for several months of the year 100 per cent.
of Collie coal, we should be able to burn it
right through the year, unless the fire busi-
ness is advanced as a reason for not doing
s0, T venture to say that is not the case.
Consequently, T believe hon. members would
be lacking in their duty if they acquiesced
in a proposal, such as that givern effect to,
of utilising a State steamer and filling her
up with a product which we can well do
without, and perpetuating a foolish and
short-sighted poliey, which has been prae-
tised for so many years, of feeding our
bloated neighbours in the East whilst going
without ourselves.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon, W.
J. George—Murray-Wellington) [5.23]: The
hon. member who brought this motion for-
ward is, T kanow, practically voicing the
opinion of the great bulk of the farmers who
are likely to be affected by fires during the
summer months. He i3 justified in bring for-
ward a motion of this kind, if only to ascer-
tain what methods are being adopted to cope
with what, we all acknowledge, is a great dan-
ger and involves a terrible loss if a fire
spreads throughout the State.

Hon, P, Collier; He has not got the infor-
mation, at any rate from the Minister in
charge of this Department.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The hon.
member made a statement that the Railway
Department was not doing its part in connee-
tion with the clearing of fire breaks If is
impossible for the MMinister for Railways,
and still more impossible for me, without in-
quiry, to say what the Railway Department
have bheen doing this season. I do know
what it should do, and what has been the
rule for the system, and also what has been
done in the district that T represent. It is the
duty of the fettlers, in every length of line,
to chip or clear a certain breadth of the line
within the fences.

Hon. P, Callier: It is done everywhere.

The MINISTER FOR WORES: I expeet
so, They clear a width of ahout four feet.
That is chipped off and at a svitable time,
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the debris which eomes off the path,
and with it the rest of the inflammable stuff,
is burned. Even if that is dooe thoroughly it
dees not obviate the danger of fire which
arises through sparks. All sparks that come
from the engines do not, unfortunately, fall
within the fences. Therefore a fire break
which may be constructed in this way cannot
be regarded as being absolutely a preventive
of fire. Tt certainly is of assistance in pre-
venting the spread of a fire, but cannot be
regarded as anything more, The Minister for
Railways referred to a cireular whieh is sent
out by the Commissioner of Railways, That
eireular, I believe, was sent out during my
term of office. I went a little further, and
think that is still continued in this way, The
head of a gang of fettlers in a distriet per-
gonally takes this notice out, or warns the
farmera in the district as to what is intended
to be done. No fire is allowed between the
fences unless there is delivered a notice
signed by the Engineer for Existing Lines,
and the different farmers are acquainted with
the particular date upon which it is intended
to start the fire. I know that these notices
are served right throughout the eountry. This
same question came up strongly during my
term a3 Commissioner of Railways. I had
numerous deputations which waited on me,
and tried to meet their requests as far as pos-
sible, I remember making the suggestion
that if they cut their crop for hay, say, two
chaina from their fence, and then ploughed
a track between that and the fenee, they
would have a better chance of saving their
crops. This suggestion was not received with
favour by the farmers, and I daresay thers
were good reasons against it. Assuming tney
did plough a break, they would have to eut
their erop beforehand at a distance of a chain
or two chaing from the fence. That, of cowize,
is not a guarantee that at ecertain times a
fire will not spread and reach the rest of
their erops. I am strongly of opinion that,
while everything shounld be done by the Rail-
way Department of a reasonable natuve to
prevent fires, unless therc is co-operation on
the part of the farmers, the department is
not likely te get satisfactory resnits, At
present the railways could not hnve beea car-
ried on but for Collie coal. The whole sys-
tem of transport thronghout the State would
have had to he stopped but for that com-
modity. The only fuel available for use at
certain times has been Collie coal or weod.
My experiance of wood is that it is wmore
likely to caunse fire than is the case with Uollie
coal. What is the alternative that is faecing
the Commissioner? If he has to run the
trafic he must have fuel. If he is uot to
burn Collie coal, he must burn wood, and if
he is to burn wood he will make things svorse
than ever. It is impossible at present, and
has been for some time, to obtain any New-
castle coal. Whilst it is acknowledged by Lhe
Railway Department men that Newcastle coal
will make sparks, it does not apark to the
same extent as Collie eoal, nor will the sparks
lest so long. The member for Forrest, in
his breezy way, spoke about the Newcastle
coal which ia coming from the Fastern Statos.
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I saw some of this coal on Saturday. It ap
peared to me that it comprised a consider-

able amount of amall coal which could
be used in the furnaces in the work-
shops, and that it was also of a class

which must be used by the blacksmith, Collie
coal is pot suitable for blacksmithing, and
in order to keep our men in employment in
the workshops, we must bave sueh fuel as
will enable them to ecarry on their occupa-
tion. If that coal is for the XKailway De-
partiment a considerable portior of it would
be used by the blacksmiths, and the other
portion of it would no doubt be brought here
as 4 precaution to be used, where it could
reasonably be utilised for the purpose of keep-
ing down fires. With regard to the hon. member ‘s
reference fo spark arresters, the Honorary
Minigter (Hon. F. E. 8. Willmott) said there
was a big fortune awaiting the man who
could invent a snitable spark arrester. I do
not suppose that there has ever been a boy
apprenticed to a mechanical engineer, but
who has been told that if he could invent
a spark arrester, his fortune was made. This
was the case during my apprenticeship, and is
the case to-day. The number of spark ar-
resters whieh have been brought forward are
legion. I suppose during my term as Com-
missioner of Railways I must have had 50 or
60 Qifferent kinds brought before me, Some
of them conld be dismissed in a few words,
and othera were tried, but were not fully suc-
cesaful.

Mr, Foley: Is it not s fact that the Chief
Maehanieal Engineer will not look at a spark
arrester if it is has to be attached to a smoke
stack?

The MINISTER POR WORKS: I do not
know what his views are now, but I do know
that he ia up to date in his knowledge, and is
not only a good man at his work, but a man
who searches for all the information he ean
get in order to improve himself in his profes-
gion. I am rather surprised to hear the re-
marks of the member for Forrest in regard to
Mr. Hume, T have found him a man possess-
ing broad views, Like most Scotchmen he is
cautious. Tf he saw o matter had merit in it
he would not turn it down until he had ex-
amined it and satisfied himself on the point.

My, Foley: Do you think he is following
caution if he will not look at the propoesal for
spark arrcsters when attached to smoke
stachks?

The MINTSTER FOR WORKS: T do not
think I can discuss that point. T would rather
see the drawings before giving an opinion. Tt
is no use generalising. If a proposal comes
along, it ig the duty of the Chief Mechanical
Engineer, and of his officers, to treat it on its
merits and give it the fullest consideration,

Mr. O’Loghlen: Will you peruse the file in
connection with Hill’s ash pant

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: With
pleasure, if it is placed before me. I camnot
conceive of the Chief Mechanical Engineer
turning down without eXamination anything
new which ia brought before him. The idea
that a thing is turned down beecause it does
not emanate from the Midiand Junction work-
shops, or from the Chief Mechanical Engineer
I am sure the hon. member does mot support.

[ASSEMBLY.]

If he knew Mr. Hume as I do, he wonld know
that he was a thorough man and not one to
take the course he suggests.

Mr. O'Loghlen: He is too eautioua.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS:
there to be cautious.

Mr. O'Loghlen: That is why your service
is in such disorder.

The MINISTER FOR WORES: Would
the hon. member have an officer in charge of
huge workshops like those at Midland June-
tion, not possessing any caution?

Mr. O’Loghlen: The world hag only moved
as a result of experiments,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Exaetly.
Experimenta are being continually made and
were made in Mr, Rotheram’s time as Chief
Mechanical Engineer. They were continuous
during the time I was Comnissioner of Rail-
ways, and I have no reason to doubt that the
same interesting inquiry is going on to-day as
went on then. I feel quite sure in regard to
that. T do not think it is necessary $o0 say
more. My views are very well known. I hope
the member for Forrest (Mr. O’Loghlen) will
take an opportunity if he does not kmow Mr.
Hume of becoming acquainted with that gen-
tleman, because I am sure his opinion of Mr,
Hume is not warranted. I say also with re-
gard to Mr. Hume, he used to be the Chief
Works Manager for the Millars’ Company and
they do not keep men who are not progres-
sive. They have to know something beyond
the end of their nose. Mr. Hume came from
Millars’ years ago and was selected am work-
shops manager for the Government railways.

Mr. SPEAKER: We are not discussing
that question.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The mat-
ter wns brought up by the hon. member and
Mr. Hume’s character was assailed.

Mr. SPEAKER: T think the hon. member
should withdraw that statement.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I wil
withdraw it, but T will say his professional
width of view was criticised, and harshly. I
have great respect for Mr, Hume and for
everything that he has done in the Railway
Department, and T know he will continue to
do His best, debates or no debaies, for the
benefit of the State.

Mr, WILLCOCK (Geraldton) [533]: I do
not wigh to have mueh to say on this motion,
hut having had considerable experience in re-
gard to Collie coal I may add something of
value to the debate. In regard to Collie coal
one of the greatest difficulties is that it sparks
and in very small guantities, T mean the aparks
are very small. No matter how close the
apark arrester i3 made the sparks will get
away, float a eonsiderable distanee and cause
fires. The member for Greenough (Mr.
Maley) stated that it was necessary that the
engines should be brought to the Midland
Junetion workshops to have their spark ar-
resters altered. One of the coneclusions, and
this was agreed to by the engine-drivers using
Collie ¢oal, and it was agreed to by the Com-
missioner, was that Collie coal shonld be-used
on the railways if efficient spark arresters
could be used on the engines all the time.
Therefore, it is unnecessary to bring these
engines to the Midland Junction workshops to

He is
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change the spark arresters, During a certain
portion of the year Newcastle coal is used on
the railways and in the use of Newcastle coal
there i8 a certain amount of space in the
spark arresters. Sometimes Collie coal is used
when there is a Neweastle coal spark arrester
in the fire-box and the sparks escape. There
is no need to change the spark arrester at all
if nil the engines are fixed with efficient spark
arresters which will stop sparks from Collie
coal; they will be on the engines all the time,
The debate has seemed to hinge around Mr.
Hume and his qualifieations, Mr. Hume is a
very canny individual; he ia very cauntiouvs;
he is cautious to the extreme. Perhaps the
Seottish blood in his veins produces this can-
tiousness. He will not spend money or give
consideration to any spark arrester unless
there is some overwhelming evidence that the
arrester will be successful. My experience of
Mr. Hume, and this is the opinion of the ma-
jority of ecngine-drivers, is that he will not
give anything a fair trial; he is too canny.
We do not know what meney the Government
give to Mr. Hume to spend on this work.
{'olliec eoal is admittedly one of the Worst eosls
for sparks. There are two troubles in con-
nection with Collie eoal. One is in regard to
sparks and the other in regard to deteriora-
tion, but the greatest evil is that in regard to
sparks. The Government shomid do all they
can to fix efficient .apark arresting appliances
on the engines, At the presefit time with the
appliances which we have the Collie coal is
still a menace as far as the farming industry
is voncerned, If the farmers would plough
two or three chains away from the railway
ling they would considerably minimise any
danger which is likely to be done by Collie
coal. They should plough all along the fence
and where the country is not cleared there
wonld be no necessity to plough because not
much damage can he done. Members should
look at this question in 8 broad light. An-
other reason for complaint is in connection
with the Railway Commissioner’s report. He
does not give the House any particilars as to
claims.  Although he goes very fully into some
matters no one esn find out how much money
has been expended in paying claims for fires.
If the Commissioner was to say how many
fircs have been directly traceable to Collie coal
we should know what burden the Collie coal
indastry is placing on the farming industry.
We know that the Railway Department have
toe pay a large number of claims during the
year. Looking at the matter broadly it is a
question as to whether damage done by Collie
conl is greater than the benefit the industry
is to the State a3 a whole. 1 ventore to say
the benefit to the State of the Collie coal in-
dustry is 100 times greater than the damage
caunsed by the use of Collie coal.

Mr. HICKMOTT (Pingelly) [5.37]: I de-
sire to support the motion, not that I wish to
say anthing detrimental to the use of Collie
eoal although we know a considerable damage
is done in the agricultural distriets by the use
of Collie conl. The member for Beverley (Mr.
Broun) will hear me out that on one occasion
we saw half a dozen fires started between
Perth and Beverley. We were going up in the

057

train when we noticed these fires. On another
occasion coming from Emu Hill we bad to get
out of the train and help otbers in extinguish-
ing the fires caused by the sparks. This sea-
son there is a luxuriant growth of grass which
makes it dangerous to use Collie coal. It is
abgolutely neecessary to take every precaution,
both the people themselves and the Railway
Commisgioner, in trying to minimise the de-
struction of property due to Collie coal. We
know the great asset Collie coal ig to Western
Australia, I have always emphagised that
point. It is a wonderful asset. It is a splen-
did thing for the State to have a plentiful
sapply of coal. When coal is dear we have a
good supply. Omne thing came under my no-
tice last year. A man in my electorate was
burned out of house and home. His machinery
and houses were destroyed and this man never
got a penny compensation from the depart-
ment. He put in a claim but it waa ruled out
by the Commissioner on the ground that he
was not liable.

The Minister for Works: There have heen
several law cases on that peint.

Mr. HICKMOTT: It is extremely hard for
a man to lose the whole of his belongings and
not get a penny compensation for the damage
done by running the train through his pro-
perty and setting it on fire by sparks. It is
only reasonable that a man should receive
soma compensation.

Hon. W. G, Angwin:
coal did the damage?

Mr. HICKMOTT: It was proved.

Hon, P. Collier: Last year it was said that
the fires were due to the I W.W.,; to-day they
are due te Collie coal.

Mr. HICKMOTT: Members do know that
Collie coal starts fires. The Railway Depart-
ment does not supply a sufficient and safe
fire break. I know that farmers shouid
plough breaks wherever possible, and the
majority of them do. 'The hest break is to
plough a strip on either side and then burn
the centre ont. T think that every precan-
tion should be taken and every help given by
the department in a case surh as the one I
have mentioned. It is owly right that a man
should rcceive some kind of compensation.
To stop the use of Collic coal for a fow
months will not ruin the industry, 1t may
be a drawback and throw a few men out of
work but it is not ruination to the industry,
but it may ruin many farmers.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN (North-East Fre-
mantle} [5.41]: T cannot understand the rea.
son for the motion, Members who have
spolien in support of it have said that they
do not wish to do anything to injure the
Collie coal industry yet they move that the
House adjourn to draw attention to the faut
that Collie coal should not be used on some
of the railway lines during a portion of the
vear, If the Railway Department do not use
Collie eoal injury will be done to the people
of Collie.

The Minister for Minea: Tt is not a good
adverticement.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: Therefore, it is
condemning Collie coal. Why not come out

Are you sure Collie
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straight and say, ‘“*We do mot want Collie
¢oal at allg’’

Mr. Hickmott: Oh, no.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Npo, because mem-
bers went to Collie and decided to support
the coal-mining industry even to the extent
of using 100 per cent. of Collie coal on the
railwaya. '

Mr. Maley: Speak for yourself.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: The leaders of the
Country party went to Collie and promised
the people of Collie that they would support
the coal-mining industry. We have heen us-
ing Collie coal en the railways for three
years and we have not heard one word that
Collie coal has done any damage during that
time.

Mr. Hickmott: This is an exceedingly bad
seagon for fires though.

Hon, W. C, ANGWIN: There have been
very fair geasons during the past three years,
but no member in this Chamber has said one
word against Collie coal during that time.

Mr. Maley: Last year the matter was
brought up by the member for Toodyay (Mr.

Piesse).
Hon., W, C. ANGWIN : That was on
another question. Until the matter was

brought forward to-day there has been mno
atatement during the past three years that
C'vllie coal has done any damage. Three
years seems to be a fair trial and if Collie
coal has worked satisfactorily during the
past three years there is nothing to prevent
it working satisfactorily in the future.

Mr, Hickmott: In your opinion is it satis-
factory?

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Yes, The farmers
will not protect themselves. The member
for Piangelly said the farmers should plough
a break so as to prevent the fires spreading.

Mr. Maley: He said wherever possible.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Where is it not
poasible?

Mr. Hickmott: They do plough where it is
possible,

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: As a matter of
fact the position is that at times some persons
are out to condemn Collie coal. The engine-
drivers have said that there is nothing wrong
with Collie coal if they have proper Collie
eonl to use in certain districts. Arrangements
have been made with the Minister, and T
hope he will never alter those arrangements,
no matter what pressure is brought to bear
on him, But T regret to hear from the mem-
ber for Forrest, who is acting for the mem-
ber for Collie, that within the last few days
coal has been brought here from Newcastle,
although there iz no necessity for it.

Hon. R. H. Underwood (Honorary Minis-
ter): But there is a necessity.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: We are told that it
ia wanted for the blacksmiths’ ahops; but
other engineering works are using Collie coal
for the same purpose.

Hon. R. H. Underwood {Honorary Minis-
ter): We want 6,000 tons for the ‘Bambra.”’

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: Well, she is over
East, why not let her bring it?

Hon. R. H. Underwood {(Honorary Mipis-
ter): She cannot bring 6,000 tons.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Hon, W, C, ANGWIN: Will the Minister
solemnly say that the coal is for the ‘‘Bam.
bra’'¥

Hon. R. H. Underwood {(Honorary Minis-
ter): Yes, for the ‘‘Bambra’’ and the rail-
ways.

Mr. O’Loghlen: Why should they want it?

Hon. R. H. Underwood (Honorary Minis-
ter): For smithing; and we want 1,000 tens
for Wyndham. .

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: The least Ministers
say about the subject the better, becanse they
only get inte a muddle. I have heard from
experienced miners that there is no better coal
for industrial purposes at present in Western
Australia than the coal from the Premier
mine at Collie. They ean use that for black-
smithing,

Hon. R. H. Underwood (Honorary Minijs-
ter}: No, they cannot,

Hon. W, ¢. ANGWIN: Men who under-
stand it say it is the very best. But there is
always some opposition to the use of Collie
coal. If the arrangements made by the en-
gine drivers and the miners is carried omt in
its entirety the time is not far distant when
the opposition to the use of Collie ecoal will
be wiped away altogether.

Mr. Mungie: TIf they could not get New-
eastle coal they would use Collie coal for all
purposes.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN:  There have been
no complaints for the last three years. But we
now have prospects of peace, and so the prae-
tice of nationalism is going away before the
wind. They want now to condemn our own
product. I say, let us use all the Collia coal
we can.

Mr. MALEY (Greenough—in reply} [5.48]:
I have been given an assurance, therefore I
bave achieved the purpose with which 1 set
out——

Mr. O’Loghlen: What assurance was that?

Mr. MALEY: Consequently T ask leave to
withdraw the motion,

Motion hy leave withdrawn,

BILL—FORESTS.
In Committee.

Resumed from the 31st October; Mr. Stubba
in the Chair, the Attorney General and Min-
ister for Woods and Forests in charge of the
Bill.

Postponed Clause 45—A forest officer may
call for assistance to extinguish fires:

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The clause
was partly discussed in Comumittee at our last
gitting, I have since given it some considera-
tion, and whilst I cannot agree with the sug-
geation that there should be reciprocity, that
is that Government employees should be liable
to be called out when the settlars are called
out, still I think there is sufficient good in
human nature to warrant the belief that when
the fira bell rings men will run from all quar-
ters to extinguish the fire. Therefore, X do
not propose to pursue that clanse further or
to resist any attempt to strike it out.

Clause put and mnegatived.
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Postponed Clause 46—Conservator —may
order owners of private property o burn a
fire-belt :

Mr. PICKERING: I have an amendment.

Hon. P. Collier: You usually have, .

Mr. PICKERING: I move an amend-
ment—

* ‘That **when’’ in line one and all words
. 'after ‘‘Conservator’’ in the same line be
<:-gtruck out and the following imserted in

Tien:—‘ghall from time to time burn off or

remove any inflammable material on all

land within 20 chains of the boundaries of

every State forest or timber reserve.’’
TUnder the clause as it stands the onna of pro-
tecting the State forests from fire from out-
pide influences is thrown entirely upon the
settler. Again, the settler may be ealled upon
to destroy the dangerous inflammable mater-
ial, or, alternatively, to remove it. This is
sheer class taxation. The forests are mnot
maintained in the interests of the settlera
glone, but in the interests of the State gemer-
ally, and therefore if there be any cost in
connection with fire proteetion, that cost
should be distributed over the whole State.

Hon. F. E. 8. Willmott (Honorary Minis-
ter): Yo you mean that they shall remove
any inflammable material from private lands?

Mr. PICKERING: Yes,

Hon. P. E. 8. Willmott (Honorary Minis-
ter): You cannot compel a person to do that.

Mr. PICKERING: T am going to diseunss
this in my own way. )

The Attorney General: If the hon, member
will permit mo to make a short explanation,
T think we could save time. I have two amend-
ments whieh will meet most of the hon. mem-
her’s objections.

Mr, PICKERING: I know of one of them,
but T know also thet I am going on with my
own amendment.

The Attorney General:
meets the fate it deserves.

Mr, PICKERING: I am going on in my
own WRY.

The CHATRMAN: Tt is usual! to extend to
a Minister the courtesy of permitting him to
make an explanation.

Hon, P. COLLIER: T rise to protect the
rights and privileges of private members. It
does not matter who is in charge of the Bill.
Fifty Ministers have no right te interrupt
a member who is addressing the Chair and is
not out of order. Tf the Minister desired to
make an explanation which would curtail the
remarks of the member for Sunsgex, his time
was before that hon, member rose.

The Attorney General: I did not get a
chance.

Hon. P. COLLIER: In that case there is
no option but to let the member for Susgex
proceed,

The PREMTER: The Attorney General had
no desire to prevent the member for Sussex
from addressing the Chamber, bnt merely
wighed to make an explanation which might
have the effect of shortening the debate.
~ Hon. P. Collier: But the practice is a bad
one.

Mr. PICEERING: Having heard thege ex-
planations as to my position, I shall endea-
vour to continne my remarks. T have al-
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ready had an interview with the Minister on
this subject, and the results were not such
as fo meet with my approval., Therefore, T
intend to pursme the case, This clanse is
extracted from the Victorian Act, Becanse
the clause worked satisfactorily there, as we
are told, it does not follow that the provision
will operate satisfactorily here, where the
conditions are quite opposed to those of Vie-
toria. In Vietoria most of the country is
under cultivation, and the pasturage is of
very high value. But in Western Australia
the forests lie mostly where the countiry is
not enltivated, where the country ies mostly
scrub; and it is essential that that country
should be burnt from time to time if the
people Tenting it are to get any return from
the pasturage, If it is in the interests of the
Vietorian settlers to burn clear breaks be-
tween their holding and the forests, the
Western Australian settlers have no such in-
terest; on the contrary, it is to the interests
of our seftlers to get the country properly
burnt in order that they may have feed for
tbeir stock. I am quite prepared to concede
that it may be mecessary in the interests of
foreatry, judging from the pictures hanging
ot these walls, to establish such fire breaks,
That may be the Conservator’s view, My
experience, however, i8 that the longer the
fire is kept out of the forests the warse ita
effccts when it does eome. The Bill includes
all clagses of forest. Now, in my electorate
there is at Capel & timber reserve called a
tuart plantation.

The Attorney General: One of the things
I was going to cut out is that reserve,

Mr. PICKERING: The tnart plantation at
Capel ig environed by settlers, and if we
place this obligation of a two-chain fire
break on them it will cause them consider-
able injury, We have evidence to show that
great danger may arise to settlement in the
event of a fire breaking out in a forest. I
quote the following from the ‘‘Daily News'’
of the 15th October last:—

New TYork, 14th October,
have broken out in Northern Wiseonsin
and Minnesota, There have been between

200 and 300 deaths, and thousands of peo-

ple are homeless. Colquet and other towas

have been destroyed, Twelve thousand
refugees have arrived at Duluth, and more
than 100 bodies have been recovered. Men,
women, and children died in the flames,
within a short distance of the special
regene trains, as the fire swept forward on
a strong wind. The property loss amounts
to millions of dollars.
If the Western Australian forests are allowed
to remain for years without a fire passing
through them, they will constitute a source
of grave danger to adjoining settlers. Other
settlers besides myself hold the opinion that
the forests will be best conserved by allow-
ing fires to pass through them as often as
In the American case I Thave
quoted the reason given for the disastrous
outbreak of fire was that the caretakers of
the forest were absent on war duty. That
may be true, but nevertheless the fact re-
maing that the flre did oceur in a place

Forest fires
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where every possible precaution, including
air scouts, was taken to prevent an vutbreak.
At Kirupp, in my experience, a fire was ear-
ried from the top of one hill to the top of an-
other, even after the intervening wvalley had
been burnt; and similarly there was a fire
at EKarridale, which also caused considerabie
damage. Quite recently large forest fires
have oceurred in Victoria and New South
Wales, with great resultant injury to pro-
perty. 1t has been suggested that this clanse
need not become operative for some con-
siderable time. But, in that case why in-
clude it in the Bill¥ Why not introduce it in
a future amending Bill? The clause will
operate to prevent the farmer from carry-
ing or his avocation to a large extent.
I have telegrams from three or four of my con-
stituents asking me to oppose this fire clause
as strongly as possible; and I have also letters
from two men of wide reputs in my diatriet
making similar representations. Onpe of them
writes—

I notice the Forests Bill is now before
the House, and many of us are much con-
cerned about it if it passes the House in ita
present form, which I hope it will not, I
understand that it is intended to keep the
fire out of the forests. If this is so, when
the fire does get in, it will aetually burn all
timber and be dangerous to holders elose by.
Another clause is, I believe, that all land-
holders joining Crown lands must clear a fire
break round their lands to a width of six
feet. If this is so, it will mean hundreds of
thougands out of the farmers’ pockets, for
one man’s fads.

That is what these people think of a six-foot

break. What would they say about two chains?
Another clause, I am told, is that if a fire
breaks out in the forests any forest ranger
¢an call anyone out to fight the fire. If
this is so, I think the best thing is for the
Forestry Department to give all of us per-
manent work all the summer. However, 1
trust you will do your best to prevent the
Biil gaing through to be a drag on the
peopla.

Another landholder writes me—

A few days ago I sent you a telegram from
Mumballup asking you to oppose the fire
¢lauses of the Forests Bill. The people on
the Preston have only just become acquainted
with the true facts of the Forests Bill which
is now before Parliament. Everybody is
against the fire clause., It will be a great
blow to the dairying induvstry, for the young
stock must be reared on pastoral leases, and
that cannot be done unless they have plenty
of freshly burnt country to run on each year,
it being impossible to keep this class of
atock on the homesteads. Secondly, the Gov-
ernment should remember that they have
just passed a Vermin Aect, and if the bush
is allowed to grow up into a jungle it will
become a breeding ground for hoth dingoss,
and the rabbits, that will be here before
long. Besides, the fire is bound to get into
the forests soomer or later. It is the big
fires that destroy the timber. It would be
a much better and wiser plan if the Forestry
Department could send out men to burn the
forests every second or third year. Then
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the fires would never be great emough in

this district to do any serious damage to

young or old timber. Thirdly, re fire breaks
which are two chains wide; this would be

a great strain on the landhbolder, ard to

carry it out would be almest impossible. It

is the wish of the settlers down this way that

you oppose the fire clause with all your

might.
The break laid down in this clause would be
inadequate for the purpose of keeping the fire
out of the forest, or of preventing a fire in
the forest from spreading to the land of ad-
joining settlers. For that reason my amend-
ment suggests an area of 20 chains.

Mr. Foley: On a point of order. Is the hon.
member moving only a single amendment on
Clause 46% In my opinion, what he proposes
congists really of two amendments. The first
amendment will be to strike out the word
‘“when.’’ If that i3 carried, them the hon,
member may move the second portion of his
amendment, which is in fact a separate amend-
ment. In that case we ghall have a repetition
of thia discussion on the amendment to strike
out the whole elause. Not one of the argu-
ments up to the present used by the hon. mem-
ber is directed towards the striking out of the
word ‘‘when.’’

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

The CEATRMAN: The member for Sussex
has moved an amendment to strike ont the
word ‘‘when’’ and algo all the words after
¢¢(ongervator. ! The member for Leonora
has raised a point of order that the member
for Sussex has not confined his remarks to the
first amendment, and that he is diseussing
both. ' T would point out, however, that it is
impossible for the member for Sussex to dis-
cuss only the meaning of the word ‘‘when,”’
T rtule therefore that he is in order in discuss-
ing the whole clause.

Mr, PICKERING: Becavse of the eondi-
tion in which the fruit-growing industry is at
the present time, the clause if it is allowed to
pass as it is printed will mean that it will be
knocked out of existence. It is proposed to
put a further infiction on the industry by
compelling the orchardists to construct a fire
bhreak so as to protect the forests from firea
likely to arise from the orchards. The or-
chardists have enough tazes to pay at the
present time without having another imposed
on them, and when we consider that the ex-
istence of the industry is seriously threatened,
hon. members will appreciate the position. We
have had the contention advanced by the Min.
ister, that the first thing we have to comsider
is trees and not men. That stdtement was
made unblushingly. It is evidence of the Min-
ister’s callousness and indifference to primary
production.

The CHATRMAN: We are not discussing
the principles of the Bill. The hon. member
mugt confine his remarks to the amendment.

Mr, PICKERING: I think I have elearly
ghown to hon. members that it i not a fair
thing to impose snch a burden as is suggested
by the clause under consideration upon one
particular section of the commumity. I hope



[5 Novemeeg, 1918.]

hon. members will not he misled by the elo-
quence of the Minister for Forests.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I have no
degire to in any way injure the farmer or
fruitgrower, I want to help them and I ean
assure the Committee that the clause will not
touch the fruitgrowers. It iz never intended
to put the clause into operation except with
regard to varions areas which have been re-
generated or forest areas which have been
planted, such as pine plantations. To carry
the clause ont in its entirety to affect the
whole of the native bush would be to carry
it too far, and it never entered the minds of
the Forestry Department to do such a thing.
It is my intention to move two amendments
to the clause which will have the effect of
limiting it only to parts of the State forest
ag may be the subject of regemeration, and
also to provide that the Conservator shall not
issue the order to remove or destroy inflam-
mable material on adjoining properties until
he himself has burned or removed any inflam-
mable material from an equal width . of land
within the forest boundary. It would be un-
fair to ask the farmer to clean up bis boun-.
dary if the Forestry Department were not
cleaning up their own., With regard to the
fruit industry which the hon. member thinks
will be seriously injured by this clause, all I
have to say is that if an orchard has on its
own confines a quantity of inflammable ma-
terial such as would do damage to the orchard,
the orchardist should be thankful that the
Btate tells him to clean it up. Practically
evory half-mile there must be a fire break in
the regenerated areas and on the confines of
such areas there must be at least a 20 chain
break, We have not asked the landowner ad-
joining to clear 10 chains, but we must ask
him to do something if he has inflammable
material on his holding. Tt would be highly
objectionable in a Forest Bill to provide that
which the hon. member evidently has in mind.
It would mean that the Conservator must go
on private land te burn off 20 echains of in-
flammable material.

Hon. P. Collier: It would be 20 chains to
be burnt off inside the forest. That is the
intention of the hon. member,

The ATTORNEY GENERAL:
judge people by their intentions.

Mr., Pickering: I made my intention quite
clear, and if it is not clear it is the fault of
the drafting.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I have no
doubt that the terms embodied by the drafts-
wan were those desired to be put in by the
hon. member, and that the hon, member must
bave been ambiguous. A fire is the greatest
enemy to the forest, and yet we are told by
the member for Sussex that fires through the
forest as often as possible are the best things
for it. A man is hopeless when he uses that
argument. The main principle of regenera-
tion is the avoidance of fires, and the only
way to avoid them is to fire belt. It is only
fair that the adjoining settler should also re-
move any inflammable material from within
two chains of his boundary of the State forest.

The CHATREMAN: What offect will the At-
torney General’s proposed amendment have if
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the Committee decide to retain the words
which the member for Sussex desires to deletot
If the proposed amendment of the Attorney
General comes anywhere within the lines
coverad by the amendment of the member
for Sussex he cannot move then to inmsert
anything else, because the Committee will
have agreed that the words shall stand as
printed,

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I ahould
like the clause to stand as printed, with the
exception of the words ‘“or timber reserve.”’
I then propose to move the amendment I
have mentioned as a proviso to the main
clanse. T ask hon. members to negative the
amendment of the member for Sussex,

Hon. J. MITCHELL: I hope the claunse

will be defeated. The Minister says he does not
mean what the clanse says.

The Attorney General: I propose to modify
it.

Hoa. J. MITCHELL: The member for
Sussex apparently does mot want his amend-
ment either. If to clear two chains or 20
chaiug is material to the care of the forest,
why should mot that area come out of the
forest reserve instead of out of the private
holding? Why should & private individual
be put to the expense of protecting the
forestY When the Conservator gets control
of the jarrah lands of the State, he will also
bave control of the lands surrounding, and
there will be miles of country abutting on the
boundary of the State forest. To remove
all inflammable material for a distance of
several chains on these boundaries will mean
o serious less to the gettler, What is meant
by inflammable material? This would
gurely include crops and buildings, and any-
thing that will burn. I hope the Committes
will reject the clause, which will mean great
injustice to the people in the South-West.

Hon. P. Collier: How about inserting a
similar provision as is proposed here for
people whose propertics abut on railway lines?

Hon. J. MITCHELL: That would be as
unjustifiable as it is in the presemt ¢ircum-
stances. If so many fire breaks have to be
constructed, as is stated by the Minister, the
revenne from the forest will not be sufficient
to pay the cost.

Mr. PICKERING: Wkhat jutification is
there for penalising the settlers on the con-
fines of any State forest! Why should the
people be deceived by the subterfuges which
are put forwardy The intention of my
amendment is quite clear, namely, that what-
ever clearing is required should be made out
of the State forest. Anyone who has lived
in o forest knows the danger of bush fires,
probably more so than the Attormey General
The Government are asking us to help them
to protect their forests and to put up with
the disaster which will follow in the train
of a fire breaking out. It is bad emough to
be confronted with that appalling disaster
without having to bear the burden of this
extra charge upon our industry. T hope hon.
members will not be delnded by the sug-
gested amendment of the Attorney General.
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Amendment put and a division taken with
the following result:—

Ayes .. D L
Noes .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 18
Majority against .. 2
AYES,
Mr. Angwin Mr. Pickering
Mr. Broun Mr. Pilkington
Mr. Green Mr. Rocke
Mr. Griffitha Mr. Smith
Mr, Hickmott Mr. Walker
Mr. Holman Mr. Willcock
Mr. Maley Mr. Muusis
Mr. Milchetl {Tailer.)
Mr. Nairn
Noges.
Mr. Angelo Mr. Hudson
Mr. Colllar Mr. Letroy
Mr. Davies Mr. Mullany
Mr. Draper Mr. R. T. Robinson
Mr. Duff Mr. Teesdale
Mr. Foley Mr. Underwood
Mr. Gardlner Mr. Willmott
Mr. George Mr. O’Loghlen
Mr. Hardwlck (Teller.)

Mr. Harrisoh

Amendment thus negatived,

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I move ap
amendment—s
That the words ‘‘or timber reserve’’ be
struck out.
Amendment put and passed.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I move a
further amendment—

That the following proviso be added:—
“‘Provided that this section shall apply
only to sueh part or parts of a State for.
est as may bo the subject of planting or
regeneration,”’

Mr. O’LOGHLEN: It would be wise if
the latter portion of the proviso established
the period of regeneration ontil the pre-
vision applies. I realise the danger
pointed out by members that there is
no half-way house. 'We have to give the
power or withhold it. The clauses are very
drastic and if the Conservator or Minister
desires to enforce them, there will be a mild
revolution. We have to consider whether
the Conservator is a man of common sense
or otherwise. If otherwige, there will he
congiderable trouble. Wi have to realise
there is daoger of fire, particularly in a
cultivated forest, and some steps must be
taken to proteet it. The day after a forest
i9 in danger of fire, then the provision should
apply. There is no danger to a young pine
plantation for some yeara, beeause the debris
does not fall and danger does not exist until
there is sofficient rubbish to burn. T think
a time should be stipulated when areas
which have theen takem in  hand
by the department for regeneration
purposesd arc in danger, and then precautions
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can he taken. If the Conservator proposes
to give effect to the ¢lauses which we have
passed in their entirety, he will have a very
ghort stay in Western Australia. ‘The Min-
ister must fix a time limit when such instruec-
tions shall be given by the Conservator on re-
genecrated areas,

Mr. NAIRN: The Forestry Department
have assumed that, in order to protect Dew
forests, 20 chains of ecountry bhave to he
¢leared, and of that 20 chains two chains
must be cleared by those who own the ad-
jacent country.

Hon. P, E. 8. Willmott (Honorary Minis-
ter): Not cleared, but burnt off.

Mr. NAIRN: Anything may becomeg in-
flammable. A man’s crop when ripening be-
comes inflammable. I do nrot think the res-
ponaibility should be placed on the adjoining
owner in the interests of the Iorestry Depart-
ment, But it i3 a matter of grave concern
to adjoining owners because next door to
him is a very undesirable neighbour; for
it must be remembered that pine plantations
are highly daagerous, And although the pri-
vate owner is to derive no profit from them,
but a great deal of anxiety, he is to be pen-
alised to the extent of having to do ten per
cent. of the work of protection. The princi-
ple is wrong. An owner may be thousands of
miles away from the State, and in his ab-
sence the department may order the removal
of inflammable material, and it shall be done
at his expense. Assuming that instead of
the Government planting a pine forest a pri-
vate individual did so, no one would contem-
plate that he should say to his next door
geighbour ‘‘You must clear back two chaing
of your Jand in order to protect my forest.’’
Yet that is what the department propose to
do.

Hon. J, MITCHELL: I hope the Commit-
tee will agree that all the provisions ave
to be enforced. The member for TForrest
has said that we should convey to the Con-
gervator an intimation that the Bill is not
to be enforced.

Mr. O’Loghlen: If it is enforced a man
may be fined £50 for taking a tin of honoy
out of a tree.

Hou. J. MITCHELL: I have always urged
that hon, members should be careful about
indigeriminately piacing laws on the statute-
book. Tt would be ridiculous to entertain the
theory that we can put anything and every-
thing on the statute-book, and trust the de-
partmental officers not to enforce those laws.
The amendment does not make any material
difference to the clause. Every acre of jar-
rah land ought to be a State forest, and ought
never to bo sold. Why make a private owner
provide a fire break?

Hon. P, E, 8, Willmott (Honorary Minis-
ter): For his own protection.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: No, it is for the pro-
tection of the State forest. It ia proposed to
make a private owner spend money to pro-
vide protection for the State forest.

Mr. PICEERING: It has been distinctly
laid down by the Minister that it is in the
early stages of the growth of regenerated for-
ests that fire protection ia most urgently re-
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quired. If we delete the clause there is noth-
ing to prevent the Forestry Department clear-
ing ns wide a break as they like within their
own boundaries. This proviso is only penal-
iging a vertain section who happen to live
adjacent to the State forest. The Honorary
Minister for Lands has interjected several
times that it is ounly provided that the area
is to be burnt off, that it is not to he cleared.
I would remind him that it is not easy to ¢on-
fine a fire to a width of two chaina. It is
going to cost a great deal of money to clear
the preseribed  break, no matter what
method is adopted. If it is in the interests
of the State that this break should be eleared,
why should not the State bear the cost?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: 1In other
countries experience has proved that settlers
and farmers are only too delighted to wel-
come the regenerating or the planting of for-
ests, because it means added wealth to them,
a market at their doors for everything they
produce, labour when they require it, and em-
ployment for them in their spare time. In no
other country has a representative of the
farmers ever risen in his place in Parliament
and oxpressed the views expresged by the mem-
ber for Sussex. The people of the Bouth-
West will have occasion to be delighted with
the regeneration of the forest. Of course we
know that any Act can he spoilt by bad ad-
ministration. There is a great deal! of dif-
ference between arrogant administration and
reagonable administration, and I hope the For-
estry Department will continue to be reas-
onable.

Mr. Draper: If they are not we cannot con-
trol them.

Mr, Nairn: What advantage are the farmers
to get from this provigion?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The advan-
tage is well illustrated by the case of the
member for Sugsex. He says that the people
of his district arc mostly orchardists, and that
they have orchards close to the State forest.
If 8o, and if they bhave inflammnble material
on their orchards, then their orchards are in
danger. The property of the member for Sus-
sex is adjoining &4 timber reserve, so he should
not have any personal objection to the pro-
vision. I should have expected the hon. member
to be one of the first to welcome the Bill, as
providing a large measure of employment in
bis distriet, In the forests of the countries
with which we are at war, seven million people
are maintained in the work of regeneration.
When this Bill shall have been going for ten
years there will be in the South-West ten times
the present population.

Mr. DRAPER: Most members will at any
rate give the Government credit for the desire
to protect one of the primary industries, and
most members are desirous of passing all meas-
ures which will give reasonable protection to
State forests. But I question whether we have
the right to obtain that protection at the ex-
pense of settlers who have taken up land under
totally different conditions. The State forest
is not a small thing. FEven if a forest has
heen planted it may extend to a mile in length.
If we are going to make a man remove from
hia land all inflammable material to the extent
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ot two chains for a mile in length we shall be
depriving him of 16 acres of his property{
The question is, what is intlammable material?
1t may mean & man’s c¢rop. The Conservator
should not have the power to deprive a man
of 16 acres of his crop. While I recognise the
necessity for protecting the State forest, I ask
the Minister in charge if he would be prepared
to amend his proposed amendment to put the
expense on the State in regard to the removal
of all inflammable material? The Minister
might go further. If any portion of the sei-
tler’s crop or other produ¢e is to be removed
or destroyed, the settler should be compensated.
We have not had time to consider the amend-
ment, which has just been introduced, and I
suggest to the Minister that the clause should
be re-committed. While considering the in-
ferests of the State forests, we must also con-
sider the rights of the people who have taken
up land, and whose rights can be interfered
with if this amendment is earried.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I do not
mind postponing the clause to the end of the
Bill, which I hope willi be reached this even-
ing; but I previously moved to report pro-
gress on this very clause in order to afford
the memher for Sussex an opportunity of dis-
cussing the provision with me.

Mr. HARRISBON: I agree with the member
for West Perth as to the advisability of post-
poning consideration of this clauge, In the
machinery of a measure of this kirnd, is it not
necessary, after the Government hava gone
to the expense of clearing a large area of
country, that there ahould be power to the
Conservator, in the event of any farmer leav-
ing on his boundary and in the vicinity of the
State forest a quantity of inflammable material,
to have that inflammable material cleared
away?! Some such clavse as this is necessary
to provide against such a contingeney. At
the same time, I do not comsider the farmer
should find money in order to protect the State
asset. Yet, again, light, inflammable material
taking fire on 2 windy night, might do endless
damage. I wan{ to protect the asset of the
State on the one hand, but on the other hand
I do not want to penalise the farmer. It is
too much to ask a farmer {o clear a certain
number of chains all along his boundary.

Hon. P, E, 8. WILLMOTT (Honorary
I\]Iinisrt‘!r): The clause does not say ‘‘to
clear.

Mr. NATIRN: The Honorary Minister says
the settler need not clear. Mowever, a tree
might fall across the width of two chains;
that would not require a very long tree. No
more certain means can be found for earry-
ing a fire across than the bark of a dead tree,
If, as the Honorary Minister suggests, only
light, inflammable material is to be removed,
this provision would prove altogether inef-
fective.

Mr, PICKERING: The honorary Minister
previously threw contumely on the settlers,
and now he has suggested to my comstituents
that T am trying to keep employment away
from my distriet.

Hon, F. E. 8. Willmott (Honorary Minis-
ter): Not at all

Mr. PICKERING: I hope the Committes
will not be migled by the member for Avon,
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who does uot care what has to be done on a
ferm in this copmection so long as it is not
his farm. I cannot afford to clear land aa is
here proposed, and hundreds of settlers are in
the same position as myself. I hope the clause
will not be favourably considered.

Amendment put and passed.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL:
further amendment—

That the following further proviso be
added to the clauge:—*‘Provided also that
the Comservator shall not issue sueh order
until he has burned or removed amy inflam-
mable material from an equal width of land
within the forest boundary.’’

Amendment put and passed.
Clause, as amended, put, and a division
taken with the following result:—

I move &

Ayes .. . .. 13
Noes .. - .. .. 20
Majority against .. oo T
AYES.
Mr. Angwin Mr. Munsle
Mr, Colller Mr. Pilkington
Mr. Greed Mr. Rocke
Mr. Grifiths Mr., Walker
Mr. Holmab Mr. Willcock
Mr., Maley Mr. O'Loghlen
Mr. Mitchell (Teller.)
NOES.
Mr. Angelo Mr, Mullany
Mr, Broun Mr. Nairn
Mr. Daviea Mr. Pickering
Mr. Draper Mr. R. T. Robinson
Mr. Foley Mr. Smith
Mr, Gardiner Mr. Teesdale
Mr. Harrison Mr. Underwood
Mr, Hickmott Mr. Willmott
Mr. Hudson Mr. Hardwick
Mt. Lefroy (Tellar.)
Mr. Money

Clause thus negatived,

Postponed Clauses 47, 48—agreed to.

Postponed Clause 49—Other offences:

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I move an
amendment—

That paragraph (j) be struck out.
Amendment put and passed.

Mr. PICKERING: I move a further
amendment—

That at the beginning of paragraphs (k)
and (1) the word ‘‘knowingly’’ be imserted.
Amendment put and passed; the clavse as

amended agreed to.

Postponed Clause 50—Unlawful possession
of forest produce:

Mr. Q'LOGHLEN: I fail to ace the neces-
gity for all this verbiage. The object of the
clavse is merely to protect, and if it were
made to apply to the timber growing on the
defined area it would £ill the bill. It is an
extraordinary thing for us to give this power
and it is carrying the penalties to a ridieulous
extent. There is no neceasity for all this ver-
biage.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. NAIRN: The clause is unduly severe.
It says that if a person is found in possesasion
of certain forest produce and refuses to give
an account to the satisfaction of an officer of
the manner in which he becama possessed of
it, he may be arrested. Could he not be sum.
moned?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I cannot
limit the clause to merely timber as suggested
by the memher for Forrest. There are many
other things. Take mallet bark. People are
told they must not remove it from certain
areas. We are going to be particular about it
or we shall have none left.

Mr. O’Loghlen: Well, include that. What
¢lse have yon?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: It is hoped
before long that red gum will be used for tan-
ning. That will be included. We have also
two classes of blackboys and grass trees which
are used for purposes of manufacture sad
which are not timber. I am not keen, how-
ever, on 4 pergon being arrested. The point is,
thongh, that if a man is in possession of
something and cannot give an account as to
how he came by it, if we do not arrest him
the chances are we will never see him again.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: T move an amend-
ment—

That all the words after ‘‘produce’’ in
line 8 be struck out and ‘‘shall be guilty
of an offence and shall be liable to a peu-
alty of not exceeding £10 and the forest
produce shall be forfeited’’ be inserted.

I object to giving power to arrest. The police
force can deal with any offence and there ia
ample machinery for prosecution without ef-
fecting arrests.

The Attorney Genmeral: T will accept the
hon. member’s amendment in the form in
which he has submitted it.

Mr. PILEKINGTON: The offence in this case
may be of the most trivial character whers no
penalty at all should be imposed, or o¢nly a
small one. A person might, for instance, be
convicted of picking wild flowers. Under the
clause as it stands it is not possible to impose
a small penalty.

Amendment put ard passed; the clause, as
amended, agreed to.

Postponed Clause 51—agreed to.

Postponed Clause 52—General penalty:

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: I notice in Sub-
clause 1, paragraph (a), that the penalty that
is provided for trespass, for instance, is one
not execeoding £50, or imprisonment, The
magistrate is often guided in the penmalty he
impogses by what is stated in the Act, and he
anay fine a person £5 or £10 when 5s. would

o.

Hon, J. Mitchell: There ia too wide a range
provided for hera.

Hon. W. C, ANGWIN: Why ghould this
heavy penalty be imposed?

Hon. F. BE. 8. WILLMOTT (Honorary Min-
ister): Under the presemt Aect the penalty is
one of not more than £100 per day. Ranpers
have found that in 8 number of c¢ases brought
before the court the maXimum penalty imposed
was 1s. - : '
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Mr. O'Loghlen: You are dealing with the
non-compliance of conditions now.

Hon, F. E. 8. WILLMOTT (Honorary Min-
ister) : Or the infringement of conditions. I
do not think the maximum penalty provided in
an Act has the glightest effect on the bench.
I have never known of a heavier penalty than
£10 being imposed. The trouble is to induee
the beneh fo understand that when a man
breaks the law the penalty should be suffi-
ciently bigh to deter him from doing so again,

Hon, J, Mitehell: I think the law has been
very well obeyed in the past.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I have cut
the penalty down by ome half, The present
penalty for forest offences is £100; I now
propose to make it £50.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: I move an amendment—

That Subclanse 2 be struck out.
I gee no necessity for prescribing a minimum
penalty bere. It may be that the bench will
be inclined to impose a fine of 18. I am pre-
pared to trust the bench to impose a fine
aceording to the damage which bas been done.

The Aftorney General: I agree.

Amendment put and passed.

Mr, SMITH: I move a further amend-
ment—

That Subclause 3 be struck out.
Thie is a radical departure from the procedure
of our British courts, It implies that a man
must prove his innocence before he can be
deemed to be inncoeent. The officer making
the complaint should be the pergon who is
ealled upon to prove the offerice.

Amendment put and passed; the elause, as
smended, agreed to.

Postponed Clavse H4—agreed to.

Postponed Clause 55—Forest officers may
arrest persons:

Mr. O°LOGHLEN : 1 suggest that this clause
be struck out. There is ample power already
for forest officers to take before the court any
offender. This clause provides for arrest, and
for taking a person before a justice of the
peace and so on. I believe that justice will
be served in the power which bas already been
given. There is ample machinery to take
people to the court.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The provi-
gion does not mean that any forest officer may
arrest indiscriminately anyone without war-
rant, but if a person refuses to give his name
and residence, or gives & name and residence
which is believed to be false, or if there is
reagon to believe he will abscond, he may be
arrested.

Mr. O’LOGHLEN: This is a power I shall
never agree to give to any officer. People are
not in a position to sbseond. There is ample
opportunity to deal with any offender, and
there is machinery to trace any offender. I
object to anyone without a uniform arresting
an alleged offender.

Clause put and a divigion taken with the
following result:—

Aybe .. .. e .. 20
Noes .. . .. .. 13
Majority for .. .. T
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AYEB.
Mr, Angwin Mr. Nalrn
Mr. Broun Mr. Plckering
Mr. Collier Mr. Pilklngton
Myr. Davies Mr. Rocke
Mr. Draper Mr. Smith
Mr. Green Mr. Thomson
Mr, Hickmott Mr. Walker
Mr. Holman Mr. Willcock
Mr., Maley Mr. Munele
Mr. Miichell (Teller.)
Mr. Mullaoy

Nozs.
Mr. Angelo Mr. O'Loghlen
Mr. Duff Mr. R. T. Robingon
Mr, Gardlper Mr, Teesdnle
Mr. George Mr. Underwood
Mr. Harrison Mr. Willmott
Mr. Hudson Mr. Hardwlck
Mr. Lefroy (Teller.)

Clause thua passed.

Postponed Clause 56—agreed to.

Postponed Clanse 57— orest officer may con-
duct prosecution:

Hon. W. ANGWIN: A forest officer
may make ecomplaints and conduct progecu-
tions, but it is pot necessary to produce
proof in court of the appointment of the
forest officer.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I will con-
sider this matter, and if necessary an amend-
ment can be made in another place, T wish
to make the provision conform with similar
provisiong in other Aecta,

Clause put and passed.

Postponed Clause 58-—3bare of fine may be
paid to informer other than forest officer:

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: This clause is a direct
encouragement of the pimp. Citizens who
observe wanton destruction will report it. It
is not necessary to have such a provision,
The clause should be struck out.

Clause put and negatived.

Postponed Clause 59—agreed to.

Postponed Clause 60—TPorest officers have
power of pelice constable:

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: This clause alsoe should
be struck out. The principle is the same as
that contained in Clause 58, If we had a
population of millions, and a forest officer
had not a knowledge of the residents of his
district, he might be handicapped; but in our
little community, the forest ranger is known
by evervone and knows everyone. There
may be occasions when an offender will elude
the officer, but those oceasions will be very
rare indeed. With all the legal machinery
and the machinery of the local governing
authorities, the forest officer will have ample
powsr to proceed by summons, without any
provision for arrest. A policeman alone
should have power to deprive & citizen of his
liberty.

The Minister for Mines: Railway officials
have power to arrest.

Mr, O’LOGHLEN: I uaderstand they have
power only to detain, and pnot to arrest.
Further, they are dealing with millions of
pounds’ worth of portable property; it is not
80 in the forests. I have yet to learn that
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any officer of the Forest Department has
failed to bring to the court an offender under
the regulations. There is not any such in-
stancg on record. Why, then, should we con-
fer on departmental officers this drastic
power of arreat

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The hon.
member is quite mistaken as to the powers
sought in the elause. It is merely infended
to give forest officers the powers of police
constables. Except in the case of certain
minor offences committed within the cou-
stable’s view, a police constable has no
power to arrest any person for anything less
than a crime. The minor offences for which
a police constable ean arrest are not likely
to be committed in the forest. The cases
for which the power is required is in respect
of major offences and in respect of the
serving of processes. No one is 9fra1d of
police constables doing that which is wrong.

Mr. O'Loghlen: That is it—I want fo
confine it to police constables,

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: But we can-
not control our forests with police constables.
I do not think there are more than two or
three police comstables stationed in the whole
of the forest area.

Mr. O’Loghlen: If you find you cannot
get on without this provision, come along and
ask for it later.

The ATTORNEY GENBRAL: But the
mere giving of the power will act as a deter-
rent,

Hon. P. COLLIER: I am most strongly
opposed to the eclause. Had I thought that
Clause 55 was likely to be carried 1T would
have registed it to the utmost. This is the
first instance in Weatern Australia in which
it is sought to clothe civilians with police
powers and authority. It is a prineciple en-
tirely foreign to Australian aentiment, and
it ought not to be introduced in our legis-
lation. We are asked to confer all the
powers of police econatables on forest officers,
and despite the Attorney General ‘‘all
powers’’ includes power to arrest, And
what is it for?—in order the more effectively
to protect the forest property of the State.
A lopieal extension of the argument is to
eay that we should clothe every citizen in
the State with the powers of police con-
stables, that then we could more effectively
check crime in all its phases. If the argu-
ment is good in regard to the protection of
mere matetial wealth in the form of timber,
it is still better in regard to the extemsion of
that power to all citizens for the
protection of life, liberty and freedom.
To give a foresiry officer full statutory power
to do anything that a police constable may
do in this State, is indeed an extraordinary
proposal. 1 am gorry the Committee carried
Clause 55; in doing so, they reversed a prin-
ciple laid down in rejecting & previons clanse.
I hope the Minister will not stand by this
claues. Tf, later, he finde that the forests are
being devastated by vandals, he may have a
good ease for requesting additional powers.

Clause put and negatived.

Postponed Clavses 61, 62, 63—agreed to.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Iostponed Clause 64—Presence, removal or
disposal of buildings, tramline, forest or tim-
ber, ete, within Btate forest or timber re-
serve:

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I move an
amendment—

That in Subclause 1, line 2, after the word
*fweir,’! there be inserted ‘‘erected or con-
structed aft.r the comwmeneement of this
Act.??

Amendment put and passed;
amended agreed to.

Postponed Clauses 65 to 68—agreed to.

Postponed Clause 69—Timber on catchment
areas may be placed under control ¢f Conser-
vator:

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: Who will receive the
benefit of the revenue derivable under the
powers conferred by this clause? In the Mun-
daring catchment area there is & considerable
quantity of firewood, for which City firms are
willing to pay a substantial royalty, as well
as laying a tramway into the timber, Is there
likely to be any conflict betweer the Forestry
Department and the Water Supply Depart-
ment in this matter?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I do not an-
ticipate amy such trouble. What is in the
mind of the department is just what the clause
expresses, that some of the hills areas muat
ba cut up into sections to be let to firewood
firms or to cutters willing to cut them on a
face for the purpose of regemeration. It is
hoped that the money received for the fire-
wood will pay for the regeneration.

Clanse put and passed.

Postponed Clauses 70, 7Tl—agreed to.

Postponed Clause 72-—Rights of way over
alienated land within foreats:

The ATTORNEY GENERAI.-
amendment—

That after the word ‘‘streams,’’ in the
last line, there be inserted ‘‘and te con-
atrnet, repair, and maintain pipe lines.’
Amendment put and passed; the clause as

amended agreed to.

Postponed Clause 73—agreed to.

Postponed Clause 74—Arbhour Day:

The ATTORNEY GENERAL- [ mave an
amendment—

That the words ‘‘and should be held holi-
day in all State schools’’ be struck out.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: I auppose the Minister
has good reason for the amendment,

The Attorney General: Th: words can re-
main, if you like.

Mr. O’LOGHLEN: Unless there i3 a public
heliday, how can the tree planting be daoe?

The Atforney Geueral: It can be done om
seme other holiday,

Mr. O’LOGHLEN: Very well,

Amendment put and passed; the clanse as
amended agreed to.

Postponed Clause 5—Preservation of rights
of pastoral lessees and holders of mining
righta:

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I move an
amendment—

That the following paragraph be added
to the clause:—‘“(3) The Governor may
(a) extend the term of sawmill permits
granted under the Land Act Amendment

the clause aas

T move aa
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Act, 1904, so far as the operations there-
under have been temporarily discontinued in
consequence of the present state of war;
and (b) so far as the operations under any
existing timber concession or tithber lease
have been temporarily suspended in conse-
quence of the present state of war (i) ex-
teml the term of such concession or lease
subjeet to paymeut, during the period of
such extension, in lien of the rent thereby
reserved, of a royalty on all timber
acquired at the preseribed rate of

royalty under this Aet for timber
acquired under permits, and to the
regulations in force for the time

being, smbjeect to the proviso to section
forty-one: Provided that the rent paid dur-
the period of temporary suspension of op-
erations shall be credited to the lessee and
apportioned over the period of such exten-
sion; or (ii) aceept a surrender of any
concession or lease, and issue, in lieu thereof,
a permit under this Act of the same or other
land at the preseribed royalty, the rent paid
under the surrendered concession or lease
during the period of temporary suspension
of operations heing credited to the permit
holder aml apportioned over the term of the
permit. '
The general effect of the amendment js to
take the power to extend our permits, conges-
sions, and leases for a period, after they ter-
minate, equal to that during which they have
been temporarily suspended by reason of the
great war.

Mr, O'Loghlen: Why not fix a uniform per-
jod?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: We canuot
do that, because the permits of some persons
have been worked for as much as three years
after the war, while, on the other hand, ecer-
tain leases have not been worked at all. Each
vase will have to stand on its own merits.
In the respective classea of permits, leages,
and concessions it is only right to grant some
extension equal te the period of enforced
idleness during the war.

. Mr. Foley: You are giving big advantages
1n some cases.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Possibly.
There i3 the difference between the permit
holder and the leaseholder. The permit holder
is one of the modern titles, and he only pays
o royalty of 2s, per load on that timber which
he uses, If, therefore, he had exemption of
his permit during the war, which has heen
freely granted to each sawmill permit holder
who applied for it, he has been paying noth-
ing. Thus, if we extend the permit for three
years, he will merely continue to pay his roy-
alty, having suffered nothing whatever. In
the case of the leaseholder, there is a different
position. He pays £20 per square mile per an-
num, The leascholder has heen paying his
rental during the currency of the war, not-
withstanding the fact that he has been un-
able to operate his leases, or has only been
able to operate them partially. The leage-
Lolder, whether man or company, is entitled
to be placed by the Government in the same
position as the permit holder who, having
paid nothing during the war, has had his
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term extended. Now, we say to the lease-
holder, ‘*We cannot extend your old, obso-
lete tenancy or your concession on the terms
on which you originally got it, because that
would be unfair to the other sawmiller who
is a permit holder, who is to-day paying 2s,
royalgy.’’

The CHAIRMAN: On referring to the
““Votes and Proceedings,’’ I find that the
Committee have dealt with Clause 5. It has
been amended and passed.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Oh, no, Sir,

The CHATRMAN: It is so according to
the ‘*Votes and Proceedings.'’

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I -cannot
help that, Sir. At your instigation, Mr.

Chairman, I moved that the postponed clauses
should be taken at the end of the Bill, and
the amendinénts have appeared on the Notice
Paper every day since. Had they gone out
one day, T should have moved you. Hon,
members will support me that T asked you
to do this. as T was out of order. I took your
advice, and followed it. We can treat them
as new clauses and they will be put in their
proper places in the Bill. T hope hon. mem-
bers appreciate the position between the con-
cession holder, the leaseholder and the permit
holder, The concession holder pays a very
small fee. Tn gome instances it i3 £150 & year,
It was fixed in the early days, 30 or 40 years
ago. Most of these leases and concessions
expire between the years 1924 and 1927. The
leaseholder pays £20 per square mile per an-
num, It is not proposed to renmew the conves-
gions or leases on the same terms under which
they have been held. It is proposed to renew
them on the same terms as the permit holder.
A concession expires, say, in 1924, Tt has not
been used for two years owing to war con-
ditions. The person who owns that concession
will be entitled to come to the Government
and the Government will be entitled to grant
a further two years of that concession sub-
ject to the regulations and sobjeet to a 2.
royalty in place of rent, or whatever the roy-
alty is at that time. During the period of
the war the leaseholder has been under a par-
ticular disability, and so has the concession
holder. He has had to pay his rent although
he was not operating his property. The per-
mit holder only pays his 2s. on the felled
produet and if he is not cutting or felling, he
pays nothing, But the coneession holder has
paid many thousands of pounds which he must
have pald out of capital. Leascholders and
concesgion holdera have paid during the war
up to date a sum approximating £30,060. I
agked the concession and leaseholders what
they claimed as the amount they had paid
during the period that they were not euntting.
T also asked the Forestry Depariment to give
me a return of leases and concessions held
during that period and when no cutting was
going on. The figures approximately were
£22,000. T take it that it is the desire of hon,
members to do a fair thing to those who have
been engaged in this industry. They have been
precluded during the period of the war from
eutting and yet they have paid rents and the
leases will goon run out. The new clauses will
give the Government power to extend the
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leascs or concessions or permits for a period
equal to that in which they have not been
able to work, and ir the permit cases to con-
tinue to pay royalty. In the leasehold cases
royalty will be paid but it will not be less
than the rental. But the leaseholder will be
credited with the rental which has been paid
during the war and for which he has reeeived
no benefit. T am aware that the leasebolder,
if he ehooses, may defeat me over it, But I
do not think the leaseholders of this country
are dighonest. A lease expires say in 1924,
and the war ends now. He will have between
five and six years to go. In his case, possibly,
he has more than five years cutting. I have
inquired both from the leascholder himself
and from the Forestry Department as to the
area that there is to cut and I give hon. mem-
bera the figures in the memorandum of the
Bill. 8peaking from memory the figures are
something like 125,000 acres. The leascholder
saya ir the ordinary way, ‘I was so working
my lease that T would have cut out the whole
lot by the end of my lease or coneession, but
I have been precluded owing to the war from
cutting, and I will proceed at the normal rate
of cutting and at the end of two, thres, or
four years, I will have cut out the lot.’” I
admit it may be possible for the leaseholder,
10w he has some of the hewing eclansea in his
favour, to speed up his cutting, to cut all out
within the period of bis present lease, or at
all evenis leave omnly that munch over which
will be equivalent to the rental paid during
the war. In such case the Forestry Depart-
ment would not get the bemefit of the 2s. roy-
alty. I have put that to several persons who
arg particelarly skilled in forest matters as
well as the Forestry Department. T have also
discussed it with the leaseholder himself, and
I have put the proposition to the member for
Forrest.

Mr. OLoghlen: Would you not have the
right to review the royalty if you thought you
had been got at?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: 1 do not
think I would baut T am proceeding on the
assumption that the sawmiller will continue in
the same regular way as he is deing now, that
be is not going to attempt to cut out his for-
ests within tho period of his lease and so
defeat me. If he did attempt to do that we
would have our remedy. I would come to the
House and ask for special power to stop it.
Weo have s right to treat the companies that
have been operating in owr forests for so
many years as honest men and honest com-
panies, and if we give them this extension
after the war for a period equal to the war,
they will not be playing tricks on us, I am
not saying that the Governor shall do some-
thing, but that he will take the details of
every case into consideration. If e leasze or A
eoncession had operations suspended om it a
year or twe prior to the war it would not elaim
the advantage of this clause, which only re-
lates to leases, sawmill permits or concessions
so far as the operations bave been tempor-
arily suspended in consequence of the present
state of war. Neither would it cover the case
given by the member for North-East Fre

[ASSEMBLY.]

Hon. W. C. Angwin: For the next nine or
ten years they conld eut at a less rate than
the other people,

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I admit
that the position is eomplicated. I have
bpent months on the comsideration of this
clause, with the idea of deing justice to the
State, and those people whose business has
been suspended through no fault of their own.

Mr. O’Logblen: I think they are going to
have a good time,

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: These are
the Government proposais, and are here to be
discnssed. If a fairer thing can be suggested
let it be put forward.

Mr. O'Loghlen: Do you have the right to
review so that the State could get more rev-
enue in the event of good times comingt

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The only
right to review would be that if they applied
at once they would get the benefit of the pre-
aent royalty, If they wait for a year or two
they may get a different royalty. There is no
intention to change the royalty at the moment.

Mr. O’Loghlen: Will you gnarantee it will
not change in 12 months?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I cannot do
that. But there is no intention at present of
altering the rate.

Mr. Mouey: It has already been doubled.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: That took
placa 12 or 18 months age, iu erder to provide
the foundations of a fund for this very Bill,
and to this policy the saw.millers did not ob-
jeet.

Hon, W. C. Angwin: The rents were not
doubled,

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: That could
not be dome, though I should have liked to
have had it 5o, ‘We have had to honour the
promises made by previous Administrations.

Hon. P. Collier: Did those wheo held leases
offer to make a voluntary contribution to-
wards the regenmeration of the forests?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: No.

Mr. O’Loghlen: What is the amount se-
cured by the additional royalty?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The revenue
this year is about £29,000, and I think the
additional royalty would amount to sabout
£10,000. As the rentals work out half the
revenue will be for afforestation.

Mr. FOLEY: Tt is generally agreed that in
none of the three classes mentioned has a
man, a company, or a concessionaire had the
same oppertunity of making money as was
the case before the war. The State was not
making much out of the permit holder when
the war broke out, because he only paid
royalty on the timber eut. When the permit
holder ceased to cut this State had the bene-
fit of the forest which wag still uncut. This,
one may say, has been fair both to the permit
holder and the State, With regard to the
leaseholder, £20 per amnum per square mile
has had to be paid by him as rent. That
would have been all right but for the war,
but now the war is on that man’s rent con-
tinues although he can make little nso of the
lease. The concession holder is to have the
right to have his eoncession extended, the
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leagse extended, and the permit holder to have
the right to bave the permit that he holds ex-
tended. When we take into consideration
what the permit holder has paid and what
the leaseholder has paid, I contend that the
State is not getting a fair deal even if the
Minister is giving the concession holder a
fair deal. What the Minister proposes to ao
is to extend the permit of their leases for
the period during which the war lasts. It is
a question whether this Committee believes
that this is right, On top of the extension
of these concesgions, which for a number of
yvears have been obtained at a very Ilow
rental, the Minister wishes to give them
something which will not be advantageous
to the State, We ghould consider the matter
from that point of view. We have not had
a great deal of revenue out of our timber.
If we are to give the concession holder the
right to cut timber after the war, we are
going to provide that he shall eut timber
at a time when there will be & ready market
for it, and what the concession holder would
have paid during the currency of the war
is going to be deducted from the amount of
royalty he would otherwise have had to pay.
Once we have given that eoncession we
ghould not give any other concession in the
way of money. I move an amendment—
That in paragraph (b), sub-paragraph
(i) of the amendment, all the words after
““forty-ona’’ be struck out.

Hon. P, COLLIER: This is one of the most
important clauses in the Bill. I believe the
minister has done his best to meet unusual
and exceptional ¢ircumstances. The country
should know what concession it is proposed
to concede to the people concerned. Tn my
opinion the Government have been extremely
generous, having regard to the circumstances
of this vroposal, to the leaseholders and con-
cespionaires of the State. Whilst these peo-
ple have had a eontract extending over
many years, in recent years the terma of the
leases have proved to be of the most liberal
and generous character, Had not the leases
covered such a lengthy period ther ecould not
have obtained them under the conditions.
They have been in possession of 2 most valu-
able asset, and they have no legal rights for
any extemsion. Any extension Parliament
may give them is in the nature of a conces-
sion out of regard to the exceptional circum-
stances that have obtained during the past
four years. If Parliament is going to ex-
tend the concession to these people we have
in return the right to ask that they should
pay something commensurate with the con-
sideration which is being extended to them.
Tt would not have heen asking too mueh to
have said. ‘‘Under the ecircumstanees in
which you have held the areas so long, we
are going to ask you, if we give you an ex-
tended period, to agree to submit to the same
terms and conditions under which areas are
being held to-day. But the proposal is so
generous that we shounld take into aceount
the £22,000 or £30,000 paid for rent during
the term the lessees have not been operating.
It is earrying generosity altogether too far.
‘We are going to give consideration for the
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£22,000 which they have paid. Only last
year the present holders have paid £10,000,

in addition to what they Thad paid
previously owing to the  additional
royalty, If the royalty remains the

same as it is until the end of their per-
mits, seven yearg, they will have paid £70,000
by reagon of this increased royalty. Yet we
propose in the face of that to releaso to the
eoncession holdere and leaseholders the pay-
ment of the £22,000, If trade remains the
same ag at present, the least they will pay is
£70,000, and if they paid £10,000 in addition
during the war, how much will they have paid
after the war? In the face of that we say
to the leaseholder who has concessions, that
could not be obtained anywhere in Australia
during the past 20 years, we will give con-
gideration to you for the £22,000, 1 am not
prepared to go that far. It is a fair thing
for Parliament to ask these people if they
surrender their leases, to continue during the
pericd under review on the same terms and
conditions as any other saw mill proprietor

- operating in the forest at the present time.

Parliament proposes to give them an extended
rate for four yeary and we are justified in
saying for those four years, ‘‘You come under
the same conditions as other people operating
in the forest.’’ Even then it will be a profit-
sble contract for the people concerned. This
is not a time for excessive generosity; it is
a time for fair dealing. Parliament should
aet in all good faith and in a spirit of equity,
but in return we are entitled to ask for a fair
deal from the persons comcerned. There have
been hundreds and thousands of people in this
and other countries who have lost their all by
reason of the war, and whilst I have no donbt
the lenseholders have been put to considerable
expenditure by way of maintenance and over-
head charges which they could not reduece whilst
not carrying on operations, still if we give an
extension of the leases to the people we do it
and in reture we apree to mazke the payment
equal to that paid by others. T cannot con-
eeive gnyone having regard to their responsi-
bility, adopting any other attitude. Those who
are in a position to make cilculations will be
able to show that if we adopted an attitude
of that kind the House has been most generous
to the persons concerned. In my opinion they
will have a benefit to the extent of hundreds of
thousands of pounds, which they would mot
have if we sat tight and merely complied with
our legal obligations. Wao are entitled to say
to these people, ‘' You muat have some con-
gifleration for the financial position of the
State, just as every other citizen has,’’ Take
the Jarrahdale concession, which has been
operating for 40 years or more, & very great
area of immense natural wealth.

The Minister for Works: Tt consista of
250,000 arres. It has been going since 1874
and it has bankrupted five firms.

Hon. P. COLLIER: T have in mind the fact
that the hon. member was manager for one of
those firms. Of course, T do not make any
connection between those two points. Any-
how, there has heen no bankruptey in the saw-
milling business in this State for many years
past, and there is not likely to be any during
the remainder of the leases. The Jarrahdale
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concession has experienced all the difficulties
attendant upon the initiation of a mew indus-
try in a young country, but whatever loases
may have been made in the earlier period they
have been amply compensated within the last
decade or two. There we have 250,000 acres with
a rental of £250 per annum, a mere pepper-
corn rental in comparison with the opportuni-
ties of wealth production which the lease-
holders enjoy.

The Attorney General: The leasehold works
out at 10%d. per load on what they have been
cutting.

Hon. P. COLLIER: The old royalty was
1s. and the new omne is 2s., so the leaseholders
have an advantage of 1s. 1%d. per load.

Mr. Money: That is only just recently.

Hon. P. COLLIER: It has been going on
for 12 mouths, and under that increase
they paid an additional £10,000 last year,
notwithstanding that there has been very
little doing in the trade.  When the
war 18 over and the company resume
operations in full, they will be paying
£30,000 or £40,000 per annum. Yot we
are expected to make a display of gen-
erosity towards them. I say the Committee
is not justified in any generosity of that kind.
Por my part, I will support the amendment.
But the amendment does not go far cmough.
I will vote againgt the clanse and will say
to those people, ‘‘Unless you are prepared to
meet us on an equitable basis, that is, agree
to come under the same terns, namely, 2s.
per load royalty, as others have paid, we
will give you no concession.”’

The Attorney General: The
woull have that effect.

Hon. ' COLLIER: Np, the amendment
only proposes to take away from them the
congideration of the rent they paid during the
time thoy were not operating. The rvoyalty
will only operate for the extended period. I
sy it should operate from now.

The Minister for Works: It would he like
an extra premium,

Hen, 1. COLLIER: If the Committes are
going to give them a concessien.

The Attorney Qeneral: But that would be
invading existing rights.

Hon. P, COLLIER: 1 say to them, ‘*You
can go on if you like?’; but in return they
say, *We think we ought to get considera.
tion for the time we have been shut down,’’
My answer is, ‘‘ Very well, we say you should
pay something for the consideration.’’ That
ig the view I take.

Mr. JOHNSTON: It appears to me this
particular subelanse can only he looked upon
as part of the general Government policy.
On the face of things, the leader of the Op-
position made out a strong case against thoae
particular words. I should like to know if
the Government intend to give the same con-
cession right through to all leaseholders from
the Crown. Are we to understand that the
pastoral leases will be similarly extendedt

Mr, O’Loghlex: The sheep did not stop
browsing because of the war,

Mr. JOHNSTON: No, but the leaseholders
have heen prevented from using their prop-
erty to the full extent by the impossibility of

e dd e wmrian e d Pevmnteme wrrndmantal
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The CHATRMAN: There is nothing in the
Bill dealing with pastoral leases.

Mr. JOHNSTON: No, but a statement on
that point would be informative to the Com-
mittee, There are alse the conditional pur-
chase lemses and the rents which may have
to be deferred.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: In answer
to the hon. member, all T can say is that
where settlers uonder the Todustries Arsist-
ance Bodrd are not in a position to pay the
rents, and the accounts do not warrant the
charging up of those rents, we hold them over
and do not charge them up until the lease-
holders are able to pay. It is exactly the
same position here. The cases of those per-
sons who, by reason of adverse circumsatances
connected with the war, or from lack of grain,
have been unable to pay their way are con-
sidored on their merits, and although wvast
sums have been paid to the department, also
vagt sums have been held over. I econtend
that we are giving nothing away in these
particular cases.

Hon. W, C. Angwin: You are penalising
nther traders.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I do net
know that we are, The Committee has been
most insistent that we shounld ring this note
throughout the Bill, and I have responded,
because 1t was my own view., One phrase
which T made use of in introdveing the Bill
was that existing rights would not be inter-
fered wth,

Hon. W. C. Angwin: This does not affest
existing rights.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: On the
pound of flesh principle one would say,
“‘Your lease expires in, say, 1926, and that
is all you are going to get.’’

Honr. P. Collier: And it would be all the
existing rights.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The clause
is very clear, and says exactly what is pro-
posed to be douve, and the difference between
the permit holder and the leaseholder. Tt is
not so mnch tfle war that has stopped the
timber industry, it is the conditions arising
out of the war. The people in the industry
were willing to cut the timber, the mills were
rendy to work and the necessary capital was
there; but there were no ships available to
carry away the timber. Many companies weut
went on, as the State Sawmills did, cutting
and cutting until they piled up huge quanti-
ties of timbaer stacked away there in the South-
West. They could stand the strain no longer and
all that we hiave running in Western Australia
to-day are those mills which require to be
kept going for loeal requirements and the
small amonnt of timber that we can deliver
to the Eastern States. We have not the ships
with which to deliver it, and are not allowed
to build them. The permit holder is the man
who pars his royalty on that which he cuts.
He gets his exemption from cutting under war
conditions, and pays nothing at all.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: He pays 25 a load
instead of 1s.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Yes, but he
does not cut.

Mr. Foley: The more he cuts the more will

T sroawr
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The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The lease-
holder, who is not able to cut, has had to
stop. He now says ‘‘For the period of the
war renew my lease and I am willing for that
period to pay 2s. royalty.’’ He contends that
he has paid regularly when he was mot cuf-
ting and expresses his willingness to pay the
royalty for the extended term. I have endea-
voured to put the case from all points of view.

Mr. O’Loghlen: There was a doubt as to

whether there was sofficient revenue coming
in.
The ATTORNEY GENERAL: It is in the
hands of the timber company to cut a large
portion of the timber during the term of the
leage over which they have a right and not to
eut so much during the remainder. If a com-
pony attempts to do that I shall be the first
to bring down an amending Bill. Assuming
that these people will carry on the normal con-
ditions of timber cutting as in the past they
will have seven or eight years sfill to run on
these concessions.

Mr. PICKERING: T support the amend-
ment of the member for Leonora. I would
point out that the pastoralists were prepared
to pay double the rent for the concessions
they were getting. These timber people are
getting several years, and all that we are ask-
ing is that they shall for that period pay a
smzll rent.

Mr. FOLEY: If members think it is a
fair thing to make a present of £22,000 to the
concesgionaires and leaseholders then they
must vote against my amendment. If, on the
other hand, they think that the consideration
that these firms are getting is worth some-
thing T hope they will amend the proposed
new clause in some way without cotting out
the whole of it. Tt ean be argued that the
whole clanse is wrong, that if there is going
to be given, under special conditions, some-
thing other than what the leaseholder is at
present entitled to, then some speecial consid-
eration should be extended to the State as
well. Tt haa been stressed that the timber im-
dustry has been placed in a position of
dearth by the war. The Attorney General says
he knows that the timber industry has not
been closed down by the war but as a result
of the war. That emphasises the necessity for
deleting this proposed clause, hecause not a
word has been broken of the terms under
which the concessions have been granted. If
the companies have not cut the timber and
have paid a certain amount in rent, then they
are in a more fortunate position than many
bupiness men engaged in other industries
here. FEvery one of the timber leaseholders
and concessionaires has uncut, on his lease-
hold, the timber, which he can sell when there
is a ready market for it. During the exten-
sion of the term of the lease he will have an
opportunity to operate to better advantage
than during any previous period of eight
years. The sting can be drawn out of the
tail of the clause by rejecting the amendment.
I wonld like hon. members at least to vote
against the inelusion of these words.

Hon, P. COLLIER: I wish the Committee
not to be misled by any play upon the words
“‘axisting rights,’’ for the princivle of pre-
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serving to all concerned their existing rights
is not involved here at all. The preservation of
existing rights means simply that we do mnot
deprive the leageholder of anything by
reason of the war, Under this Bill he carries
on all rights under Acts under which he has
been operating, such as the Land Act and its
amendments. ‘The question of conaideration
and concession to these people is imvolved in
the clause. The Attorney General bas pointed
out the difficulties under which the leaseholders
were operating during the earlier portion of
the war. They had the plant and machinery
and the men to carry on the industry, but they
had not the ships, and generally war conditions
prevented them from ecarrying on. But the
same econdition of thihgs has applied to any
number of business people in thia State. Not
only have they been unable to carry on busi-
ness, but after the war they will not be able
to resume business where they left off, They
have lost their businesses altogether, in many
cases. Therefore, there is no apecial or pecu-
liar hardship to the timber industry invoived
in that aspeet, On the other hand, it might
appear that the timber leascholders had paid
£30,000 in lease rents during the time they
wers not operating, while the permit holder
was not paying anything simply because he
was not operating and therefore not inenrring
any royalty. It is contended that the permit
holder was, therefore, mot under any similar
expense. Superficially, that would appear to
be something in favour of the leasgholder.
But the amount he has paid in rent while not
working his leasehold is entirely wiped out by
the fact that the permit holder pays dounble
the royalty of the leaseholder. What will that
difference amount to in the course of the next
five or six years, covering the period which
the leases stilt have to rum, bearing in mind,
moreover, that the permit holder has already
paid £10,000 extra during the past 12 months?
The leaseholder, instead of being in an unfav-
ourable position relatively to the permit
holder, will be better off to the extent of I
should say at least £100,000. Why should the
Committee be over-generoust Is this the time
te be over-generous to an industry that can
well afford to pay? We are not over-generous
in many directions where there iz not the same
ability to pay as we find here.  The point
raised by the member for Sussex, that when
oxtending the terms of pastora) leaseholds we
doubled pastoral rents, is a very good and
pertinent one. Cf course, the pastoral leases
have a different term to run. I give notice
that if the amendment of the member for
Leonora is carried, of which thers should he
no question, I shall move a further amend-
ment, to insert after the word ‘’thereof’” in
the third line of the next paragraph ‘¢within
a period of twelve months of the termination
of the war.’”” I chould be out of corder in
arguing the prineiple of my proposed amend-
ment at this stapge.

Mr. MONEY: It seems to me that if the
amendment of the member for Leonora is
earried, the whole clanse might as well be
wiped out. Permits are not granted by fav-
our, but are obtainable by any applicant, 1
underatand.
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The Attorney General: Permits, yes.

Mr. MONEY: If the worda referring to
compensation are deleted, there will be no ob-
Ject in retaining the clause,

Hon. J. MITCHELL: The State will get
far more money out of this clause. It is quite
open for the lessees to eut out thé whole of
the timber. If they come under the system of
royalty we shall make money out of the ar-
rangement. The clause as it stands is fair
and will be profitable to the State.

Mr. Munsie: It will mean £22,000 less to
the State.

Hon. P, COLLIER: I am quite sure that if
the member for Northam votes against the
amendment moved by the member for Leonora
he will be voting in a direction opposite from
that which he intends. He believes that the
Government should get additional revenue.

Hon. J. Mitehell: They will get it under
the royalty.

Hon. P. COLLIER: If the hon. member
votes against the amendment the Government
will be deprived of £22,000, After the expira-
tion of the term of the lease they will come
tnder the other eonditions and they will then
get credit for this amount, that is to say that
the amount paid will be dedueted from royalty
payable by these leases.

Amendment put, and a division taken with
the following result:—

Ayes .. .. .. .. .. .. 15
Noes .. .. .. .. 14
Majority for .. 1
AYES,
Mr. Broun Mr. Muosie
Mr, Colller Mi1. Pickering
Mz, Foley Mr. Smith
Mr. Groen Mr. Teosdale
Mr. Holman Mr. Walker
Mr, Johuston Mr. Wilcock
Mr. Lambert Mr. O'Loghlen
Mr. Mullany (Teller.)
NoEs.
Mr., Draper Mr. Nairn
Mr. George 1 Mr, Pllkington
Mr. Griffiths } Mr. R. T. Robloson
Mr. Hickmott ! Mr. Underwood
Mr. Hudson Mr. Willmott
Mr, Lefroy Mr. Hordwick
Mr. Mitchell {Teller.}
Mr. Money |

Amendment thus passed.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I move a
amendment—
That at the beginning of sub-paragraph
(i) the words ‘‘within 12 months of the
termination of the war’’ be inserted.
My object is to make it obligatory oum the
leaseholders to accept this consideration
whiech the Committee offers them to extend
the period of their leases, obligatory on them
to exercise that right within a period of 12
moniks after the war.

The Attornoy General: I do not object to
the amendment,

further
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Hon. P. COLLIER: Then there is nothing
more to be said, excepf that we shall then
get the additional revenue by way of royalty
which the State is entitled to receive.

Amendment put and passed; the
claugo as amended agreed to.

New clauge:

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I move—

That the following be added, to stand
a8 Clause 73a:—“(1.) On the disposal of

Iand under the conditional purchase pro-

visions of the Land Act, 1898, it shall be

a condition that the purchaser shall use an

area of not less than ome per centum of

the nereage of the holding acquired by him
for the growth of timber or other forest
produce. (2.) The planting of trees, ap-
proved by the Conservator, om not less
than five acres of any land acquired under
the conditional purchbage provisions of the

Land Act, 1898, shall be deemed an im-

provement within the meaning of that

Act, and the conservation and improve-

ment, to the satisfaetion of the Conserva-

tor, of indigenous timber already growing
on any porgion of land acquired uader the
conditional purchase provision of the Land

Act, 1898, may, with the approval of the

Minjster for Lands, be deemed an im-

provement within the meaning of that

Aect.”’

Tt has been suggested to me by the Lands
Department. The idea is to encourage a
man who takes up additional conditional
purchase land to preserve some of ib for tim-
ber. T am not sure that one per cent. is a
gufficiently large proportion.

Mr. O’Loghlen: Is it worth while provid-
ing for one per cent.?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Yes, I
think so, for it will give them a little shade
for stock., Subclause (2) is clear. We have
been assisting from the Forestry Department
many settlers by giving them wattle seed
free. Tree planting becomes an improve-
ment. T need not say anything farther about
i

new

t.

Mr. JOHNSTON: The Minister by inter-
jection said that if the word ‘‘one,’’ relating
to the one per cent., was struck out, he
would be prepared to accept an amendment
to make it two per cent, In the country I
have seen some distressing examples in
which every tree has been ring-barked on a
thousand-aere block, and no one regrets that
more than the present owners. I move an
amendment—

That in line 4 the word ‘‘one’’ be struck
out and ‘‘two’’ inserted in lieu.
Amendment put and passed;

clause, as amended, agreed to.
Title—agreed to.

[The Speaker resumed the Chair.]
Bill reported with amendments.

the new

House adjourned at 11.43 p.m.



